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‘Worship Schedule
Sunday 10:30 am

Services are broadcast on YouTube,
search for MessiahCamrose or find a
link anytime on our website
messiahcamrose.ca.

We also broadcast live on Eastlink TV
channels 10, 310 and 610 on
Sunday at 10:30 am.

If you have any questions or concerns
call the office at 780 672 3444 or email
office@messiahcamrose.ca.

Office Hours

Monday to Thursday
9:00 am to Noon
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

(Closed for lunch
from 12:00 to 1:00 pm &
Closed Fridays)

|
J Sharin_é Jesus Christ
e with All People s




Pastor’s Ponderings

[ told you last month about one
of my favourite hymns from our
| new hymnal supplement, All
Creation Sings: May This Church
Be Like a Tree (#1042):

“May this church be like a tree, O
God,

\‘( | that thrives where you have
" planted...”

...and I wrote about the warming hub community
experiment as way for Messiah to embrace it’s
identity as an inner city church and thrive literally
where God has planted us at the centre of Camrose.

So now [ want to reflect in these Messenger articles
over the coming months about what it means for
Messiah to thrive in different ways, as we grow
into our values and identity.

The pandemic forced churches to embrace
technology to connect with and bring worship to
their congregational members and as a witness to
the community. Before that fateful March, I had
never live-streamed a worship service, or even
posted a video to YouTube or Facebook. At Messiah
though, broadcasting worship was old hat, a
decades old practice. You embraced TV ministry a
long time ago as way living out the mission of
Sharing Jesus Christ with All People.

[ remember when [ was pastor at New Norway and
visiting our members who had retired to Camrose,
who were either shut-in or they couldn’t always
drive out to worship, especially in the winter. They
would tell me how much they appreciated the
worship broadcasts from Messiah. It turns out that
we were partners in ministry even then! And
Pastor Bev continues to tell us similar stories as we
have formalized that collaboration.

When the pandemic hit, as other churches were
trying to figure out how to best record sound from
their smart phones or unpacking their newly
purchased live streaming cameras — you were
already broadcasting on YouTube. It wasn’t a shift
for you.

We learned a new phrase — “hybrid church” — to
describe this experience of being able to worship in
-person and online.

But Messiah has been a hybrid church long before
that phrase was conjured up. (By the way, I'm not
sure I like the word “hybrid” — it makes me think
of tomato varieties or orchids!).

[ see this in the ease at which you worship from
home one week, from your travels to Toronto or
France the next week, and then in-person in our
church building a couple of weeks later. I hear how
you re-listen to sermons on the road or through the
week.

See you are hybrid people! — doesn’t that sound
weird?!
[ have heard stories from people who appreciate

my sermons that [ have never met. It's humbling
for me.

We have been working in Worship Committee on a
proposal for online communion which will go
before council this month. You have embraced
sharing the word through technology for a long
time, and now we are asking if the sacrament of
Holy Communion can also be shared this way, too?
Can those of you hearing the Word at home also
share in the presence of Jesus Christ in communion
when you join us for online worship?

Pastor Bev and I often make the invitation at
worship for those of you that join regularly
through our broadcasts be in touch with us or the
office. And we love your messages. We want to
hear from you. s it possible to be an active
member of Messiah even if you live in another city?
Province? Country? Continent? | think that the
answer is yes!

So if you are regularly participating in our online
worship send me an email or text — let us know
you appreciate our ministry together. How can we
support you for pastoral care? How can we bring
you into our ministry more fully as an active
participant? How can we connect you into our
community?

It seems to me that experimenting with answering
these questions might just lead to a thriving
church.

Peace be with you all,
Pastor Jeff Decelle
403 502 1940

jeff@messiahcamrose.ca
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Pastor’s Ponderings
s Hello Friends...

We are letting go of an
old year and opening to a
new one. Some people see
wu this time of year as a
time of celebration,
others as a time of
reflection. For others it
is a time full of grief and
for others a time to give thanks. Then there
are those New Year's resolutions that we
seem to have... the ways we want to do things
better.

For me this time of year is one of spiritual
reflection. In this time to look back and
onder and reflect on where I have been. I
ike to take a step back and look and give
thanks for God's presence in all that has
been. I like to look at what I have learned
and perhaps even what has not been learned.
I like to take a look at my journey and where
it has taken me. Then it is important to not
hang on too tightly but fo let it all go. That
“letting go" part is especially important and
Eerhaps the hardest. But it is important

ecause as we let it all go, allow for grace for
ourselves and forgiveness for self and
others, we make room for the new to come in.
We make space for God's presence in the
next moment.

This is a good practise for all the days of our
lives but New Years is a really good time to
be more intentional about this.

A Fresh Start

So as we begin this new year, let us tfogether
let go, and in thanksgiving, give the past to
God and as we look to fomorrow open our
hearts in prayer and openness for God to
work in our hearts anew.

The one thing we can always know is that
every day we are given a gift of the presence
of our Lord and invited as we let go of each
day and open fo a new one, to be in this
present moment knowing that God is with us
each and every moment of every day,
forgiving, loving, leading and guiding.

We open this year in hope and then come to
today, this moment and say thank you Lord
for this day and this moment.

These are just some thoughts for us all as we
move into a hew year.

Remember God has promised to be with us
always. In Matthew 28:20 we hear these
words as we enter into a new year, "Lo T am
with you always, even to the end of the age.”

I wish you God's rich presence in this time of
transition from the old into the new.

Peace to you,

In the Love of our Beloved Lord,
Pastor Bev Swanson

780 678 7830

bev@messiahcamrose.ca

You crown the year with YOu'r'gbodn'_ ;
And Your paths drip with a
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him—

Synodof Alb‘,_,,rria
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Dear Beloved of God —

May grace and peace be
yours in abundance (I Peter
1:2a).

_ Why not begin the new year
'with something NEW! Begin
/',f / 2024 with a “Blessing of Your
i / ,[ Home,” or your church, as the
season of Epiphany begins.

The gospel of Matthew records that when the
magi saw the shining star stop overhead, they
were filled with joy. “On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his

mother” (Matthew 2:10-11). In the home, Christ
is met in family and friends, in visitors and
strangers. In the home, faith is shared,
nurtured, and put into action. In the home,
Christ is welcome.

Twelfth Night (January 5th) or another day
during the season of Epiphany offers an
occasion for gathering with friends and family
members for a blessing of the home, perhaps
using the following four-fold model. Someone
may lead the greeting and blessing, while
another person may read the scripture
passage. Following an eastern European
tradition, a visual blessing may be inscribed
with white chalk above the main door; for
example 20 + CMB + 24. The numbers change
with each new year. The three letters stand for
either the ancient Latin blessing, Christe
mansionem benedica, which means, “Christ,
bless this house,” or the legendary names of
the magi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar).

Greeting — May peace be to this house and to
all who enter here. By wisdom a house is built
and through understanding it is established;
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare
and beautiful treasures. (see Proverbs 24:3-4)

Reading — As we prepare to ask God’s
blessing on this household, let us listen to the
words of scripture. Read John 1:1-4, 14, 16.

Inscription — Write the inscription above the
entrance to your home: 20 + CMB + 24 as the
following is spoken:

The magi of old, known as
C Caspar

M Melchior, and

B Balthasar

Followed the star of God’s Son who came to
dwell among us

20 two thousand

24 and twenty-four years ago.

+ Christ, bless this house,

+ and remain with us through the new year.

Prayer of Blessing — O God, you revealed your
Son to all people by the shining light of a star.
We pray that you bless this home and all who
live here with your gracious presence. May
your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our
guide, your truth our light and your peace our
benediction; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Then everyone may walk from room to room,
blessing the house with incense or by
sprinkling with water, perhaps using a branch
from the Christmas tree.

Blessing upon your homes this new year!

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans
15:13).

In Christ Jesus —
Shalom,

+ Larry




Pastoral Acts Special Gifts

Funerals Memorials:

Annelise Westby Annelise Westby

Ardith “Delores” Bruce Art Reiten
Gayle Achkewich Delores Bruce
Michiko Rasmussen Gayle Achkewich

WeJCt Quz[tmg A ez
Wednesday Morning e,
January 17 The staff of Messiah woul
At 9:00 am like to thank you for all the
In the Fellowship Centre lovely gifts, cards, sweet
treats, prayers and
Christmas well wishes.

Happy New Year!

COME JOIN US FOR COFFEE FELLOWSHIP AGAIN
ON WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 AM
RESUMING ON JANUARY 3RD IN THE FELLOWSHIP CENTRE




A PSALMS STUDY ONLINE

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN A PSALMS STUDY ON-LINE
WITH PASTOR BEV IN THE NEW YEAR!
It might be a good connection for you during the cold winter months!
Hello all!

| have been leading a study on the Psalms in the country parishes. What a powerful, practical and
wonderful book in the Bible! We have been discovering just how much! The Psalms teach us so
much about our God and also give us words to use in our lives.

We will begin this study by ZOOM on Tuesday evening, January 16 from 6:30 - 7:45 pm for 6
weeks except on Feb 6 when | am away at the Pastor’s Study Conference.

Note: If you cannot make every evening for different reasons, this study is easy to catch up on.
The study will begin with an evening of introduction to the Psalms.

Basic Outline for our Study:
A basic introduction:
- Psalms as accessible and real — “a little Bible” according to Luther
- Psalms as prose, poetry and metaphor
- Psalms as real and honest, connecting us to our hearts and souls
- Psalms written in prose, poetry, Metaphor and imagery
- Authors of the Psalms
- Where we use the Psalms in our daily lives and in worship
- The arrangement of the Psalter

Psalms of Thanks and Praise:

How the psalms teach us how to give thanks and Praise.

The cost of the loss of praise.

The Rhythm of our Lives - Orientation, Dis-orientation, re-orientation.

Hymns of Praise: Enthronement, Royal and Zion Psalms:
We get in touch with God who reigns and as we do we reminded of who our God is.

Penitential and Wisdom Psalms:
Psalms of confession and righteousness - God’s holy expectations and our response to our loving,
forgiving God.

Psalms of Lament:
The Heart Cries to God in the “real” of our lives and God’s presence in these moments.

Closing: Bringing it all together:
The practical use of the Psalms in our Lives as people of God living together.

Please sign up in the office and leave your email address and contact information there.
We will send you out a link for the first study on January 15th.
I look forward to spending this time with you.

Pastor Bev




NEWS BRIEFS

#Tap Canadian Lutheran
'Tr World Relief

THANK YOU

CLWR extends a sincere thank you to all
who “purchased” Gifts from the Heart this
Christmas season. Every gift helps to
lessen some great need. This is just to _
remind you that these gifts can be given at  piisakes 3
any time during the year to honour those c;;nloflgs o =5
special occasions. HEART

2023 CHRISTMAS
CATALOGUE

The Christmas Story
If you happened to notice the Sunday School bulletin board by the office door, it tells the
Christmas story. The nativity quilting panels were given to us to use by Doris Hendrickson.
Doris is a former member of Messiah who now lives in Edmonton at Ottewell Lodge.
She is over 90 years and still loves to craft, often teaching others as well.

We are thankful Doris shared her gift with us and if you see her let her know.
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Last month we were happy to report that the October financial statements showed a surplus for the
month of $12,480. The special Thanksgiving offerings were generous, and regular offerings were
higher than average. This left us with a surplus of $8,915 for the first six months of our year.

November was a different story, with a deficit of $10,719. We have noted before that there is a
significant variation from month to month, so we shouldn’t be surprised.

There was no special offering like Thanksgiving in November, and regular offerings which had been
higher than average in October were lower in November.

Even so, general offerings year to date are up $16,102 from last year, but
staffing costs are also up more than that with the addition of our second
pastor.

As a result, at the end of November we have a deficit of $2,524, which is
still under budget.

With special Christmas offerings | dare expect there will be more positive
news in December.

Dave Stolee, Treasurer

Food Bank Sunday - January 14

Food Bank donations are still needed and can be left in the grocery cart in
the Church foyer during the week or at the back of the sanctuary on Sunday
mornings or dropped off directly to the Neighbor Aid Food Bank located at
4524 54 Street in Camrose,

Monday to Friday from 9:00 am - Noon

& Tuesday to Thursday 1:00-4:00 pm. FF FD TI
Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated and can be made online
at atbcares.com by entering CAMROSE NEIGHBOR AID CENTER INC. H l \ GRY
in the Find A Cause search area.

CURRENT FOOD BANK NEEDS

TUNA —
PEANUT BUTTER ‘ ’! -
CANNED MEATS =
CANNED VEGETABLES o "‘
DICED TOMATOES @
TOILET PAPER



atbcares.com

Mondays 10:30 AM

(No Lectio on January 1 - resumes January 8)

This group is for those of you who love to sit together in silence
and hear the Word, sharing together how this word reaches into
your hearts and souls.

Gather with us in the basement Lounge every Monday morning
at 10:30 am.

This is not a closed group.
You may come and go as your schedule allows.
All are welcome.

For more information call Jane at 780-672-7982.

Men'’s Bible Study

When? Saturday Mornings
9:00 to 10:15 am
Where? Via ZOOM (call the church office
for the link.)
What? To study the Narrative
Lectionary lesson which will be

You are Welcome to join
Pastor Bev for Worship Services
at our collaborative parishes on
the second and fourth Sundays

of the month.
New Norway Bethesda 9:15 am.
Bashaw Zion Lutheran 11:00 am.

highlighted at the next day’s
worship service.
Reading Material? Copies of the
lesson are provided ahead of time.
Leaders? Some men take turns
as leaders, others join in as they
wish.

All Men Are Welcome!!

Resumes Saturday, January 6

Basement Auditorium

Join us on January 7, when Adult
Class resumes, as we learn more
about the free spaghetti supper that
is being shared every Wednesday
night here in Camrose.




Offering Envelopes

| tried to warn you that your offering envelope numbers
would change in 2024. | have tried to follow the pattern you

have established over the past couple of years. If you want
something different than you received, leave me a note or Offenn

talk to me and we can fix it. If you didn't get (and don’t want) Envelopes
physical envelopes, but do give regularly, | printed out labels

with your new assigned number for reference. The notes with those numbers will be put into
your mailboxes if you have one, or be available with the envelopes. If you want extra envelopes,
to add your number to for special things and we didn't give them to you, let me or the office know
and we will gladly give you some of the extras we have left over from previous years.

Sheila Becker, Bookkeeper

Online Ministry

The Worship Committee would like to find ways to enrich our online
ministry. We have an opportunity to make some one-on-one connections with
individuals who watch our worship services regularly and may have prayer
requests or would like to know more about our congregation.

Do you have any ideas?
Would you like to help?

Please call Darlene Dahle at 780 672 8488
Or email dahledar@gmail.com

ATTENTION HEARING AID
USERS

We are equipped with T-Coil in the We are able to accept
E-transfers set up from your

sanctuary. Qontgct online banking,
’ your hearing aid that deposit directly,

provider to see if at the following email address:
your hearing aid is - |
T-coil compliant. If e’TfanSfef‘
' T $0, obtain the offering@messiahcamrose.ca
Hearing Loop instructions for
Switch hearing aid ta T-coil aCtivating |t

10



Sunday School Update

Sunday School will resume January 7th. We look forward to 2024 with our energetic group!

Thank you to Glenys Smith, and to the big team of people who assisted in a wide variety of ways
with the Christmas Pageant on December 17th. Glenys, your attention to detail, and great care
taken in bringing this pageant together, was amazing, and resulted in a dynamic presentation.
Thank you for all the time and energy you put into it.

Thank you to Deanna Decelle for organizing our Sunday School's Tiny Hearts donation project. We

other congregation members, and our Sunday School children even donating some of their own
money, we far surpassed our goal!

We have been enjoying the snacks and juice boxes kind donors have been providing! We let our
supply get a bit low, on purpose, toward mid-December, as we didn't want snack items going stale
or past expiry over Christmas break. We will initially replenish for the start of January using a
generous cash donation from a lovely Sunday School supporter - thank you!!! Starting in February
we would welcome the usual purchased, individually wrapped snacks, and especially juice boxes or
similar packed beverages. Perhaps someday when the circulating germs die down we can go back
to some homemade or not individually packaged, but for now we are going with the cautious
approach. We continue to try to be diligent with sanitizing our hands, too.

We have been enjoying the Living the Word curriculum that goes along with the lectionary our
church is currently using. It has a good variety of ideas for our age groups, and teachers have been
able to select the activities from the curriculum that best suit our group of children, as well as adding
our own personal splashes of inspiration.

A huge thank you to all the teachers for being so dynamically engaging, very patient, and extremely
flexible and adaptable. Thank you, Jane Kristenson, for handling the scheduling and helping us
teachers know what lesson we are on! We really have a dream team - | can't imagine a better group
of people to lead our Sunday School.

Michelle Kennedy Hawkins

11



The CARE GROUP needs
you to help
people
with small jobs!

Contact the church office with
your skills at 780-672-3444.

The CARE GROUP has
volunteers to help
with small jobs!

Contact the church office with your request
at 780-672-3444.
There is no cost for this service.

12
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Reminder: If family members or loved
ones are in the hospital, please let the
church office know so we can make a
pastoral visit.
The hospital no longer releases
this information to Pastors.

POPPPPPIPIPIPIPIPIPIIPIIPIIIIPIIIIIIIIIIIIIPIIPIIIYIIVYIPIPIVYIYIYIYVYYYY

NAME
TAGS...Having a

name tag on is a nice

way to greet other

worshippers. Please

wear one if you have one! You will find supplies
to make one at the Welcome Centre.

4¢¢ceeeceeceeececeeceeeeeeeeee
tceeeceececeeceececeececeeeee

CAMROSE
NEIGHBOR AID
Needs Your Help

Volunteer drivers to take clients
into Edmonton for speciality
medical appointments. Call
Neighbor Aid for more
information
780-679-3220 or

drop by and i

pick up a ﬁ
volunteer form. (Sl 1o
4524 - 54 St. e 3
Camrose

e
\\\QJ Camrose Women's
Y4 Shelter Society

The Camro se Woma's Shelter has
provided an upd ated list

of currat needs:

body wash, shampoo (full size bottles),

conditioner, pajamas (youth 10-17),
slippers (adult & child), toothpaste & toothbrushes, twin sheet sets.
ltems can be placed in the white wooda box at the back
of the sanctuary labelled Woma'’s Shelter.

CONNECTING IN THE WORD
Check out our brief recorded

inspirational messages with Pastor
Bev! Go to messiahcamrose.ca to
connect to the link called

“Connecting in the Word”.

Ce”

- .
\é g -
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e have been “Joining God’s Story” through th
Narrative Lectionary since September 10. Thank you
to Signe Harder for creating the bulletin boards in the
Fellowship Centre and thank you to Jim Brager for
adding the wonderful graphics. Match the passages
with the graphics and the first person to return a
completed and correct sheet to the office will be

taken out for coffee and treats by Pastor Jeff.




Deuteronomy 5:1-21, 6:4-9
Exodus 1:8-22; 2:1-10; 3;1-15
Ezra 1:1-4: 3:1-4, 10-13
Genesis 2:4b-25
Genesis 18: 1-15; 21: 1-7
Genesis 32:9-13, 22-30
Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5
Isaiah 40:1-11
Jeremiah 33:10-11, 14-18
1 Kings 12:1-17, 25-29
1 Kings 18:17-39
2 Kings 22:1-20
Luke 1:5-25
Luke 2:1-20
Ruth 1:1-17; 4:13-17
2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5




0 Camrose & District
L . Family and Community
Support Services

; Visit the HelpBook
Camrose Community Pantry

. . (Across from Camrose Co-op grocery @www.camrosefcss.ca
store.) for other resources.

» Stop in & take what you need. Stock for Community Pantry is dependent on

donations received

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
avai Ca Public Li /

4710 - 50 Ave.

Mon. - Fri., 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sat.-11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. & Sun. 12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Camrose Neighbor Aid
* Bread available on Mondays at Camrose Community Church - 5204 - 53 Ave.,
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. & Community Cupboard; Wed. 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
+ Bread & coffee available on Wednesdays at Camrose Center Point Church; 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 5807 - 47 Ave.

Food Bank (4524 - 54 St.); Tues., Wed,, Thurs.; 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 780-679-3220

Martha's Table Soup & Sandwich from 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
+ Tuesdays - at Messiah Lutheran Church; 4810 - 50 St.
*« Wednesday - Camrose United Church; 4829 - 50 St.

Community Spaghetti Supper - Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. @ Moose Hall Basement; S001 - 52 Ave. (may take
July & August off).

Community Table @ Camrose CityLights Church - 4920 - 48 St.,
Thursdays @ 12:00 noon. Fresh meal (different each week).

Transit Token - worth $4.00 to subsidize the cost of participating taxi, handi-van or community bus rides. Tokens
available from different social agencies. When you are paying for a ride, you give the driver the token(s) to go toward
your fare & responsible for paying the remainder of the fare.

fife F\:AMROSE
(0 elpS
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Messiah Lutheran Church
Sharing Jesus Christ with All People

4810-50 St. Camrose AB T4V 1P5
Phone: 780-672-3444
Website: messiahcamrose.ca
Email: office@messiahcamrose.ca

Senior Pastor Messiah: Jeff Decelle
Pastor: Bev Swanson

LUTHERAN

and 1/2 time at Bashaw/New Norway)

: o Administrative Coordinator: Lori Mokry
Ny Part-Time Administrative Assistant: Shirley McFall
Audio Visual Ministry Coordinator: Lowell Dahlman
Bookkeeper: Sheila Becker
Custodians: Carolyn & Lloyd Olson
Music Ministry Coordinator: Tova Olson

|
|
|
|
I
(serving 1/2 time at Messiah |
|
|
I
I

Messiah Church Council
David Dahle, President

Agnes Hoveland, Vice-President
Gail Stolee, Secretary

Dave Stolee, Treasurer

Members at Large: Liaising With:

Max Lindstrand
Carolyn Andersen

Witnessing Committee
Service Committee

Dena Grue Worship Committee
LeRoy Johnson Learning Committee \ ,
Mary Broen Support Committee

If you know someone who does
not have access to Eastlink TV
or the internet, but they
have a DVD player, please
contact the office at
780-672-3444 and we can
make arrangements to deliver
a DVD of any of the
services to them!

vioro

We continue to broadcast on
Eastlink channels 10, 310 & 610.

Our services are on
YouTube. Search for
MessiahCamrose.
There is also a link for on our
website messiahcamrose.ca.

3 YouTube

Previous Sunday’s services may also be found
on YouTube or on our website at
messiahcamrose.ca and under the Worship
Service tab you will find “Worship Services
Archived.”

Messiah Messenger

Published 11 times a year
September to July
Also available online at: messiahcamrose.ca

under the Communications tab.

To request email delivery or to
submit articles by email,

Write to: office@messiahcamrose.ca
Messenger Editor: Dena Grue

Members, staff, committees and groups are
encouraged to submit articles so that we are
aware of what is happening in our congregation.

Next Issue: February 2024
Material due: January 23
Delivery date: January 31



http://www.messiahcamrose.ca
http://www.messiahcamrose.ca
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