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Wednesday, Feb 22  2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
 

This scripture passage begins with the most important 
invitation to be “reconciled to God” and goes on to say “this 
is the acceptable time, this is the day of salvation”. We 
thank God that the door to Jesus is wide open. We can 
never come on our own merits, but the Holy Spirit working 
in our lives shows us the work of Jesus, who though 
sinless Himself, took our sins to the cross. Our part is to 
confess our sins and accept His payment, receiving 
forgiveness and cleansing. 

Because the gift of salvation is still open to all who will 
accept it, it is our responsibility to make that truth known. 
Paul refers to a number of circumstances that hindered him 
in spreading the message of salvation. Are there 
circumstances that hold us back? This passage 
encourages us to be prepared with the “weapons of 
righteousness in the right hand and the left”. The right hand 
is symbolic of being for offence or moving forward, while 
the left hand is for defence. We are encouraged to act with 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. There may be times when 
there is a negative response and we need to defend the 
gospel message, but other times when we can be more 
positive or more forward in our approach to sharing the 
message. Perhaps we can be a witness in sharing how 
God helped us deal with some difficulty, or in reaching out 
to someone with words of caring and friendship or other 
acts of kindness. 

The words of Psalm 71:18(a) spoke to me. “Even when I 
am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare 
your power to the next generation, your might to all who 
are to come.” It sounds like we all 
have a responsibility in sharing the 
message to help people find in Jesus, 
the greatest treasure. 

Prayer: Thank you Jesus for giving 
your life for us. Help us to share that 
good news. Amen! 

Marilyn Hoveland 
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Thursday, Feb 23   Romans 1:1-7 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paul is writing a letter to the Christians in Rome. He tells 
them how God gave his Son to die on the cross, to save 
from our sins, if we believe in the supremacy of Christ and 
of faith in Christ as the source of salvation. 

Paul as a missionary, has been sent by God, to spread the 
Gospel to all peoples everywhere around the world - 
Gentiles and Jews - so they may believe and obey. 

Paul also writes to tell God’s followers, how Jesus dearly 
loves them and invites them to be God’s own peoples. 

Paul greets them with “God’s mercies and peace be with 
you from God and Jesus Christ”. 

Fast forward to 2023 - Paul’s letter is also directed at us. 
How are we doing? Individually we to are called to be 
missionaries. Our Messiah mission is “Sharing Jesus Christ 
with all People”. 

We are all the church and we need to individually welcome 
and support new people. Make contact with old friends, who 
may be grieving by our actions. Tell them God loves them 
as He does us all. Pray for them. 

A wonderful message for us as we enter into the Lenten 
season. Remember Christ died on the cross to save us from 
our sins. We are saved by Grace and by in believing Jesus 
Christ. 

Mary Broen 
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Friday, Feb 24   Romans 1:8-17 

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel. It is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek.” (v. 16) 

The apostle Paul had never 
been to Rome. The Roman 
church was probably started by 
Gentile Christians who had been 
in Jerusalem on the Day of 
Pentecost. In the 28 years since 
that time, many Christians had 
migrated to Rome (a city known for its blatant sinfulness, 
especially sexual). Some of these Christians were converts 
of Paul and friends from various parts of the world. 

Paul had longed to visit the church in Rome for a long time, 
but due to other commitments had never made it. He was 
in Corinth at the time of writing at the end of his third 
missionary journey, and was just ready to head for 
Jerusalem. He was not sure he would make it out of 
Jerusalem alive, so he sent the letter with a friend who was 
travelling to Rome (there was no postal service at that 
time). 

First of all, Paul thanks them for their faith, which was 
known throughout the world. How do we compare? Does 
the world see us as a light shining forth the love of God? 
Paul tells them he is “under obligation” to preach the 
Gospel to everyone. We will probably never be the 
missionary that he was, but we can unashamedly spread 
God’s love to those around us. The good news, the Gospel, 
reveals the righteousness of God by which we can live. “He 
who through faith is righteous shall live.” (v. 17) 

Prayer: Loving Heavenly Father, help us to not be 
ashamed of You or of who we are. Speak through us, and 
in this season of Lent remind us of what You sacrificed for 
us. Amen. 

Cece Watts 
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Monday, Feb 27   Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

Therefore (Jesus) had to become like his brothers and sisters in 
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for 
the sins of the people. (V. 17) 
 

On our journey through Lent, we turn our eyes to the cross 
where we see most clearly God's incredible love for us. In spite 
of what we have done, God offers us forgiveness, renewal, and 
hope. God came among us as one of us in the person of Jesus. 
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews emphasizes this so 
clearly as he describes Jesus as our brother, like us in every 
way including suffering and death. Many of us know the grief 
that losing a loved one to death brings. Some of us are facing 
death now. In the face of a world that seems to be so full of 
death with the war in Ukraine and the recent police-related 
deaths both in Canada and the United States, these words from 
Hebrews ring out: "(Jesus) likewise shared the same things (as 
we do), so that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by the fear of death." 
 

By dying and rising, Jesus has destroyed the power of death. In 
our baptism we died with Jesus and were raised with him 
coming out of our baptismal waters. Since we have already died 
and are now living our resurrected lives, our physical death is no 
threat, but simply another stopping point on our eternal life's 
journey with Jesus. With death's power removed from our lives, 
we are free to be the people God designed us to be, using all 
the gifts God has given us to share God's love for us all with 
those around us. The power of the resurrection propels us out 
into the world with the good news that this power is for 
everyone. The Epiphany light still shines in the midst of Lent: 
Rise, shine, for your light has come. 
 

Lord Jesus, send us out 
into your world with the 
good news that death has 
been defeated, and free 
us to follow you in lives of 
service to those for whom 
you gave your life. Amen 
 

Stephen P. Kristenson 
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Tuesday, Feb 28   Hebrews 4:14—5:10 
 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are – yet he did not sin. Hebrews 4:14-15. 
What was a high priest and why did Jesus become our high priest? 

In Old Testament times the high priest was a very important person in 
the religious community. He was the only person who could enter the 
holy of holies and approach God directly to offer sacrifices there and 
plead for forgiveness on behalf of the people that he represented. He 
did so with great reverence and even fear that his intersessions would 
not be good enough. 

Scripture says that when Jesus died, the veil was torn from top to 
bottom. If the earthquake that happened at Jesus’s death had ripped the 
curtain, it would have been torn from the bottom upward as the earth 
separated. But, the invisible hands of God reached down and removed 
this barrier himself, tearing it from top to bottom. Now, no earthly 
priest is needed to beg for our forgiveness. Anyone may enter God’s 
presence by way of Jesus’s blood, shed to pay the wages of our sins. 
(Romans 6:23) 

That is when Jesus became our High Priest and our mediator. He is 
now representing us in front of the Father so that God will not only see 
us but also He will see Jesus in us if we believe in him. And not only is 
Jesus there on our behalf, he knows firsthand our weaknesses and 
empathizes with us. It reminds me of a famous saying, “The one who 
can lift all the heavy things knows more how hard it is than the one 
who was not able to”. Also, the one who succeeds, in the end, knows 
how hard it is to succeed more than the one who failed. 

It is almost hard to believe that someone would die for us and then also 
advocate for our forgiveness as well. Not only do we have a mighty and 
eternal God, we also have a loving Savior who pleads for our 
forgiveness. 

Heavenly Father, help us to remember 
your great power and your great love. Be 
with us as we remember Jesus’ journey 
that led to the cross and ultimately our 
salvation. Help us to share this wonderful 
story and share this incomparable love 
with everyone we meet. 

Amen 

Dena Grue 



8 

 

Wednesday, March 1   Matthew 18:10-14 
 

10“See that you do not look down on one of 
these little ones. 11For I tell you that their 
angels in heaven always see the face of my 
Father in heaven. 12”What do you think? If 
a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of 
them wanders away, will he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for 
the one that wandered off? 13And if he 
finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier 
about that one sheep than about the ninety
-nine that did not wander off. 14In the same 
way your Father in heaven is not willing 
that any of these little ones should be lost. 
Have you ever been lost? So, lost you 
couldn’t find your way back from where 
you came? I can tell you that as a young 

man while on a hunting trip, I became hopelessly lost. Nothing 
made sense, had lost my sense of direction, and I had no idea 
where I was. Being disorientated and lost brings on that dreadful 
feeling of desperation. Sometimes, although hard to do, the best 
thing is to just wait and hope someone will find you. 
Our passage (vs10) begins with Jesus’ reference to the safe 
guarding of our children, not to ignore them and keep watch over 
them at all times. They are to be honored and respected as 
precious. 
To help us, God has appointed guardian angels to keep watch as 
well. 
Then we go to the wandering sheep story. (vs12-13) 
We had sheep at home when I was growing up. I have never 
been very fond of sheep. They easily get distracted and get 
themselves into all kinds of trouble. They naturally like to find 
the best grazing patches, meanwhile they could be separating 
themselves from the rest of the flock, without noticing their 
surroundings. 
During Jesus’ time, the shepherds would go out in the morning 
together in smaller groups, to tend to the flocks during the day 
and return at the end of the day to pen up the sheep to keep them 
safe. So, if the count was off at the end of the day, one of the 
shepherds would begin the search for the missing sheep, while 
the rest would return home. The search for a lost sheep was taken 
seriously and the shepherd was responsible to find it. In doing so 
he was willing to risk much to rescue and return the missing lost 
sheep and bring it back to the rest of the flock to safety. 
(vs14) We note that God has assigned angels to watch over us 
and, in this case, particularly our children. They, the angels, have 
direct access to God. 
As I looked at this passage, I couldn’t help but be reminded of a 
hymn, our mother use to sing with us children. The lyrics go like 
this: 
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In conclusion, we understand our bible verses aren’t really about 
sheep. 
 
It’s about us, compared to sheep and Jesus the great Shepherd, our 
Savior and Lord. 
 
Submitted by Donny Loewen 

There were ninety and nine that safely lay 
In the shelter of the fold. 
But one was out on the hills away 
Far off in the cold and dark; 
Away on the mountain wild and bare 
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care. 
 

“Lord, Thou hast thy ninety and nine; 
Are they not enough for Thee? 
But the Shepherd made answer. ‘This of Mine 
Has wondered away from Me, 
And although the road be rough and steep 
I go to the dessert to find my sheep. 
 

But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed, 
Nor how dark was the night which the Lord passed through 
Ere He found His sheep that was lost. 
Out in the bleak desert He heard its’ cry 
All bleeding and helpless and ready to die. 
 

“Lord whence are those blood-drops all the way 
That mark out the mountain’s track?” 
“They were shed for one who had gone astray 
Ere the Shepherd could bring him back”. 
“Lord, whence are thy hands so rent and torn?” 
They’re pierced tonight by many a thorn. 
 

And all through the mountains, thunder-riven, 
And up from the rocky steep, 
They arose a cry to the gates of heaven, 
Rejoice! I have found My sheep! 
And the angels echoed around the throne, 
‘Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!” 
 

Lyrics: Elizabeth C. Clephane  
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Thursday, March 2    2 Timothy 1:3-7 
 

You’ve Got This! 
 

Our granddaughter Evelyn recently participated in a 4-H public 
speaking event. As the big day approached, Evy’s apprehension 
increased. She was nervous! Family member (including grandmas and 
grandpas) chimed in with words of reassurance and encouragement. 
She was assured that we believed in her and had confidence in her gifts 
and abilities. We told her that we would pray for her. Evy’s grandpa 
and her dad shared memories of when they competed in 4-H public 
speaking. She was encouraged in hearing that she had close relatives 
who had been through the very same experience. Most importantly, 
Evy’s family reminded her that God would be with her. 
 

Similarly, Paul’s letter to Timothy began with words of encouragement, 
affirmation and reassurance. How fortunate Timothy was to receive it! 
It must have been such a comfort to know that Paul, his mentor and 
friend, thought of him and remembered him “constantly” (vs. 3) in his 
prayers. 
 

To receive such a “You’ve got this!” kind of message must have given 
Timothy the spark he needed to carry on and “rekindle the gift of God”  
(vs. 6) that dwelt within him. 
 

Paul also reminds Timothy that he comes from a family of strong faith. 
Paul lets Timothy know that he has the utmost confidence in him and 
that he trusts his faith is sincere. 
 

This passage reminded me that I, like Timothy, have been blessed 
throughout my life with dear friends and mentors who have 
remembered me in prayer, encouraged me in hard times, reminded me 
of where and who I come from and reassured me that God has indeed 
given me a “spirit of power and love and self-control” (vs 7). What a 
blessing this is! 
 

Just as Paul exhorts Timothy to use his gifts courageously, we too, 
knowing that God enables us, can boldly use our gifts to love and serve 
others and to glorify God in all that we do. 
 

“For god did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and 
love and self-control.” (vs 7) 

 

Thank you, dear Lord, for your 
many gifts. Thank you for friends 
and mentors and their encouraging 
words. Help us to boldly use the 
gifts you have blessed us with. 
Amen 
 

Cheryl Nester 
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Friday, March 3    Romans 3:21-31 

Verse 22-24 This righteousness from God comes through faith in 

Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 

freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 

Jesus. 

Paul, a Pharisee, devoted Jew, from the lineage of Israel, 

persecuted the early disciples of Jesus, even consenting to the 

martyr of Stephen. Jesus stopped him in his tracks on the road 

to Damascus. Paul saw who Jesus really was and immediately 

started to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God. He went from 

persecutor to proclaimer. Paul had a new message—God will 

save all no matter their sin. Money, position, influence or 

education cannot buy it, only the blood of Jesus. He paid for our 

sins on the cross. We are declared not guilty. This is the good 

news. Any and all who believe in Jesus and have faith in him are 

justified, like we have never sinned. 

There is a difference between a person coming 

out of the court room, being declared guilty or 

not guilty. The one is ashamed, bent down, 

trying to hide from their sin. The other is free, 

excited and ready to serve, as Paul was. Paul 

went on to preach, witness and travel as a 

missionary for Jesus. Romans is one of 

fourteen New Testament books written by 

Paul.  

Jesus, God’s only son, finished the work of salvation on the 

cross. Let us live as forgiven people. 

“By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ 

your sins are forgiven.” Announcement taken from Lutheran 

liturgy.  

Prayer: Lord help us to embrace what you finished on the cross 

and to go forward in faith. Amen 

John & Signe Harder 
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Monday, March 6    Hebrews 3:1-6 

Imperfectly Faithful 

Focus Verse:  Holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly 
calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our 
apostle and high priest. (verse 1, NIV) 

On this earth we are always comparing. Which package of cereal is 
the cheapest? Which cookie tastes the best? Who has more toys? 
Who has more money? Who is the most liked? And dare I say, who 
is the best pastor? It’s a little irking to me that even in this Holy 
Scripture passage, there is a comparison between Jesus and Moses, 
that is, “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than 
Moses.” (verse 3, NIV) Why compare? Moses must have been 
amazing to lead the people out of Egypt. I can’t imagine doing that. 
Wow, what a guy Moses was! But rethink this. Who brought the 
people out of Egypt? 

Ah, yes, God did. 

Comparing Moses to Jesus does not seem fair. Obviously Jesus is 
greater, Jesus is God. But how quickly I forget, and start comparing 
myself to others here on earth instead of focusing on the idea that I 
have the same direct path to God that Moses had. Each of us has 
that direct path to God, through Jesus, our high priest, who died and 
rose for us. 

I could never be a Moses. Moses is an aspiration for how to live on 
earth, trusting God and responding to God’s call. Do not forget, 
however, that Moses first said “no, thank you.” (Exodus 3:11) 
Maybe I can be a Moses after all. I am certainly scared a lot, 
terrified even, and I try to fix my thoughts on Jesus or God. I’m not 
always able to; I am imperfectly faithful… 
but God is the builder at work. 

Jesus is perfectly faithful to me, and to us 
all. It is in our imperfection that Jesus died 
to make us perfect. In our fear and 
shortcomings, let’s fix our thoughts on 
Jesus. Let’s count on Jesus teaching us, 
being our apostle, in all we do, however 
hesitantly and with mistakes. Especially, let’s count on Jesus being 
our high priest and clearing the path for us, each of us, directly to 
God, no matter what earthly comparisons we put ourselves under. 

Thought: “Step outside your comfort zone and you will find Jesus 
already there.”  Beth A. Richardson 

Rosanna Heise Hohm 
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Tuesday, March 7    Romans 4:6-13 
6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God 
counts righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are those whose 
lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is 
the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 9Is this 
blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness. 10How then was it counted to him? Was it before or 
after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was 
circumcised. 11He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. 
The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without 
being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them 
as well, 12and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not 
merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith 
that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 13For the 
promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 

If we were going to rank sins, King David made some pretty huge 
ones - ones that would hit the tabloids if he was living nowadays. 
Most of us wouldn’t put ourselves in the same ‘sin category’ as King 
David and yet we have all sinned. Fortunately for us and for King 
David, we do not have to try and work our way into God’s good 
graces - we would fail miserably trying. He meets us where we are 
and welcomes us home. But the story doesn’t end there! 

Abraham didn’t need to be circumcised first in order to receive 
God’s blessing. That came after as an outward sign of the inward 
faith he had. Abraham believed in God and that faith was counted as 
righteousness and because of his faith in God, his life was changed 
and he was blessed. 

To be blessed means we are divinely favored. It is easy to equate 
being blessed with being loved, but that doesn’t even make it on the 

synonym list! The words that do paint a 
much deeper and vibrant picture: adored, 
redeemed, consecrated, revered, saved, 
sanctified. To be the one that the creator of 
the universe adores and favors, even when 
I don’t deserve it, tells me just how 
important I am to Him. And out of that 
comes a desire to be more like Him. Just 
as Abraham left his old life to follow God, 

our lives should be transformed as our relationship with God and his 
son Jesus deepens.                                      Continued on next page 
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What is your response to such an amazing gift? 
 
How has your life been transformed by your relationship with 
God and with His son Jesus? 
 
Take a moment to thank God for the work He has done in your 
life and ask Him what the next area is that He wants to transform. 
 
Tova Olson 

 

 

Wednesday, March 8   John 7:53—8:11 
 

Picture this: Jesus sits on the dirt floor in the courtyard of the 
temple and an audience draws near to hear Him teach. The 
scribes and Pharisees appear with a woman whom they 
stand in front of everyone and tell that she is an adulteress. 
Then they announce that according to the law, she should be 
stoned to death. Jesus appears to ignore the accusers and 
begins writing, with His finger, in the dirt.  The Pharisees are 
annoyed by Jesus’ inattentiveness and continue questioning 
Him. Finally, Jesus straightens up and states: Let anyone 
among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her. (Oops! That’s embarrassing!) As Jesus resumes writing in 
the dirt His audience, except for the woman, leave. After 
questioning her, Jesus shows her his forgiveness and grace 
and makes another important announcement: Go your way, 
and from now on do not sin again. 

The Pharisees were keepers of the 
law and in Leviticus 20:10 the 
message to them was clear… both 
the adulterer and adulteress shall 
be put to death. However, in this 
passage from John we note that 
the adulterer is not present. Why is 
that? Was the adulteress set up? 
Anyway, the Pharisees were 
repeatedly questioning Jesus for a ruling. Were they seeking to 
trap Him because, at times, Jesus had seemed rather lax in 
interpreting  the law... 

We do not know what Jesus was writing with His finger in the 
dirt, but some scholars speculate that it might have been the Ten 
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Commandments which are recorded in Exodus 20:1-18 and 
included, You shall not commit adultery. In Exodus 31:18 we read 
When God finished speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave 
him the two tablets of the covenant, tablets of stone, written by 
the finger of God. However, when Moses caught the people 
worshipping the golden calf he, in anger, broke those tablets 
(Exodus 32:19). So, was Jesus writing a replacement? 

In Matthew 7:1 we read, Do not judge, so that you may not be 
judged. Here Jesus is giving a similar view to what He taught in 
today’s passage. That’s interesting because John 7:53—8:11 
does not appear in the early biblical manuscripts. That is why in 
our bibles this text has brackets around it. However, it must have 
been considered important enough to be included in the later 
manuscripts. 

In closing we need to be careful that we do not use the Bible for 
our own ends to judge others and we ask God to help us refrain 
from doing this. 

Darlene Dahle 

Thursday, March 9    Colossians 1:15-23 

The Incomparable Christ 
 

Prayer: Our Father in Heaven, by the authority of Jesus, we ask to be 
filled with the knowledge of your will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding so that we may walk worthy of the Lord. Amen. 
 

Christ - the invisible image of God. The first born of all creation. He 
was, He is, and is everlasting. He is God incarnate / the word become 
flesh. All things were created by Him, through Him and for Him. 
Everything in Heaven and earth, above and under the earth are held 
together by His power. While Jesus physically walked on the earth He 
modelled how mankind is meant to live. Jesus came to earth to redeem, 
to buy back mankind who was lost to sin, because of the sin of Adam. 
 

Jesus took the sin of all mankind as He allowed 
Himself to be nailed to the cross along with every 
evil the devil can and does put on humanity. In order 
that those who believe in Jesus may be presented 
holy and blameless beyond reproach before God. 
 

If indeed you continue in the faith firmly established 
and steadfast. 
Do not lose vision of what Jesus has done for us. 
Pursue the word of God, it is life giving, there is 
nothing like it. Amen and Amen. 
 

G. Erna Litzenberger 
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Friday, March 10    Ephesians 2:11-22 

Come, Jesus Loves Us 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the Blood of Christ.” (vs. 13) 

“for through him both of us have access in Spirit of the 
Father.” (vs. 18) 

Glory to Jesus Christ for opening God’s Kingdom to all. Jesus 
brings us all together in one Christian Church. 

He tells us of divisions and hostilities between people and 
between nations. Have we any differences today? Do we hear 
any talk or take part in such things today? What about 
discrimination, past hurts, diversity of ideas, education, 
opportunities, wants, wealth, power, health needs etc.? What 
is Jesus’ mandate? 

Jesus Christ’s death on the cross seems forgotten in 
mainstream society and activities. The cross should bring 
together as one in the Christian Church of Jesus’ leadership. 

Everyone who believes and accepts Jesus Christ is brought 
directly to God and the Holy Spirit. All accepting people join in 
thankfully praising and glorifying god. Can we love all others 
as Jesus does? 

God guide us in bringing all people to accepting the Holy 
Trinity - through Jesus Christ. We know you will provide us 
with the guidance, patience and resources needed, by your 
promise to be with us. May we love as Jesus does. 

Amen 

Frank Hoehn 
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Monday March 13    2 John:1-13 

 

A Letter from a Friend 

Oh how we love getting letters – 

especially when it’s from a dear friend! 

We don’t write enough letters anymore. 

We don’t hardly even phone people, we 

just send a quick message by text. But just 

think of some of the most special letters 

you’ve received over the years. 

I got one from my brother one time when I was going through a really 

rough time. That he cared enough to express his concern and love for me 

in writing meant so much! I’ll never forget it. 

Another time I had sent a birthday card to my grandma who had been 

moved into a nursing home because she had dementia. She sat down and 

typed me a very nice letter; after all, she had been a secretary and 

insisted they bring her typewriter to the home. 

As I read the letter it became apparent that she really didn’t know who I 

was but that we had the same first name (I was named after her) and that 

she needed to answer me and tell me what a wonderful place she had to 

live in now because there was “even a long waiting list to get in 

there!” (I really got a kick out of that because she was not a happy 

camper when they took her there.) 

Our passage today is a letter that John wrote to his beloved Christian 

friends. He was so happy that they were following the faith and were 

committed to living out the message of the gospel of love. But he was 

concerned about them that they might be approached by someone who 

claimed to be a Christian but was actually out to deceive them. 

He ends his letter as he began it, telling them how much he loved them 

and couldn’t wait to see them again. Isn’t that the way it is? A letter is 

wonderful but a visit is even better! 

Dear heavenly father, be with us in spirit and truth. Help us to 

encourage each other and express our love for you. Help us to reach out 

to friends and family when they need to hear from us. 

Amen 

Dena Grue 
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Tuesday, March 14   1 Corinthians 10:1-4 

Idolatry in Today’s World 

In today’s every day hustle and bustle, what do we absolutely 
require daily? Perhaps this is something different for each one 
of us. Is it money, friends, a job, the television, our phone? Or 
is it something as simple as good rest, meditation or simply 
good health? 

The disciple, Paul, in the book of 1 Corinthians, references the 
wandering Israelites in the wilderness of the Old Testament 
and the Christians of the city of Corinth. As the often, 
seemingly, helpless Israelites wandered for so many years 
under the guidance of Moses, they walked and drank daily 
from Moses’ spiritual food and water. They relied on it daily 
amongst all their temptations and sin as they struggled to find 
freedom after their exile from Egypt. Throughout those many 
days and somewhat, endless years, they were sustained and 
“rescued” from evil and harm. As Paul says, they all drank 
from the same spiritual Rock, regardless of who they were. In 
essence, they were “baptized” with the water Moses provided, 
which ultimately was from Christ himself. Even though, they 
may not have all realized it at the time. They “needed” this 
baptism and spiritual drink, on a daily basis throughout their 
journey. 

In this passage, Paul is comparing this daily requirement of 
the Israelites to the Corinthians and their practice of spiritual 
and Christian baptism and communion. Different but so very 
the same! 

Can we ask ourselves, do we too, require the very same as 
the Israelites and Corinthians did of so very long ago? Times 
have indeed changed tremendously, but when we really think 
about it… have they? As Christians and followers of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we recognize we STILL need this daily baptism 
and communion of His Spiritual water. Even though we have 
so very many “things” in our day to distract, entice and sway 
us! Perhaps, we can collectively take this time of Lent, to 
remind ourselves and one another, of what our daily need  

     Continued on next page 
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Wednesday, March 15   John 7:14-31, 37-39 

 

Vs 29: “I know him because I was with him, and he sent me to 

you.” (Living Bible) 

I find this claim by Jesus to be a significant help on my faith-

journey! 

By claiming his relationship and that he was sent to us reveals 

an outreach that is extraordinary and is humbling. First of all, 

that we qualify for such attention is 

something that I find hard to 

believe; however, the claim he 

“sent me to you” speaks to the 

origin of this attention. 

Second, believing that outreach is 

the daily step I find to be the 

challenge of my faith-journey. The 

assurance I find in these words be 

yours as well! 

Dave Larson 

really must be. And to help ourselves “recognize” the daily 
“idols” that we encounter and give our time and attention 
to. Not always easy, but… with 
encouragement and prayer, we, too, 
can continue that daily practice of 
our ancestors of so many years ago. 
 
Praises be to our Savior, for his daily 
water for our spiritual sustenance 
and salvation! 
 
Leann Reinhart 
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Thursday, March 16    Ephesians 4:25-32 

When we become upset we should not let the sun go 
down on our anger. If we do not deal with our anger 
by the end of the day, we leave an open door for the 

enemy and give the enemy and give him 
opportunities to cause troubles in our lives. When we 

give him the foothold, it can become a stronghold. 
The best way to keep the door closed to the enemy 

when we become angry is to walk away in love - 
because people who walk away in love are quick to 

forgive. The enemy doesn't stand a chance against a 
believer who truly loves and forgives. v 26-27 

I was very fortunate to be raised by a wonderful, God fearing woman 
who ran the church when my preacher father was ill. She always taught 
and followed the rules everywhere. But alas, she became ill Christmas 
day and is now needing assisted living. It broke my heart to throw away 
articles and poems she had written. Because her apartment is so small. 
I thank her Messiah Lutheran family for their countless prayers. I pray 

that I can be only be half the woman she is. 
Maureen Engen  

Friday, March 17    Ephesians 5:1-9 

Have you ever watched a young child try to do exactly what their dad 
is doing? Do you remember wanting to be just like your dad when you 
were little? A friend of mine has a 4-year-old whose dad is a farmer 
and this child can tell me more about tractors 
and farming equipment than most adults I know. 
He wants to be right there helping his dad and to 
be Just. Like. Him. How many of us treat our 
relationship with Jesus as this 4-year-old? Do we 
get up every morning excited to hang out with 
Him? Go where He goes? Do what He does? Do 
we eagerly open the book He wrote to see how 
we can learn to be even more like Him? 
 

Ephesians 5:1 urges us to be imitators of God as 
dearly loved children. The only way we can 
imitate anyone is to spend time with them and 
get to know them. God loves us so much that He 
wants what is best for us, and He offered His Son as a sacrifice for our 
sins. When we desire to be imitators of Christ, we can also lead others 
to that gift of a Savior. 
 

Dear Jesus grow in us a desire to want to spend as much time with 
You as we can so we can be true imitators of Your nature. Amen 
 

Lael Olson 
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Monday, March 20    Acts 9:1-20 

Never the Same 

Among several big miracles in the book of Acts, the conversion 

and commissioning of Saul of Tarsus gets the most press. That 

is, Luke recounts it here in chapter 9 when it took place, then 

replays it through Paul’s own words in chapter 22 (before the 

tribune Lysias and the Jerusalem mob) and 26 (before King 

Agrippa). Put another way, Paul’s telling of his encounter with 

Jesus occupies more space in Acts than all his other speeches 

put together. Coverage for two other Spirit-given miracles – 

Pentecost and the conversion of Cornelius – is as extensive, 

but Paul’s story wins for the number of repeats. 

Have you ever wondered... why the repeats? 

A simple lesson to draw is… as Paul demonstrates for us, tell 

your faith story. (No, this contributor is not being self-serving 

here.) *Our lives* are *our sermons*, as was true even for a 

great sermonizer like Paul. 

But a more Lenten lesson could be… after an encounter with 

the risen Christ, one is never the same. That was definitely true 

of Paul, and Luke mentions how obvious the change was: “Is 

not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those 

who invoked this name? (v. 21)” As Warren Wiersbe wrote, 

“The persecutor would become a preacher, and the legalistic 

Pharisee would become the great proclaimer of the grace of 

God.” 

Our encounter with Christ was not 

as dramatic as Paul’s, but the 

change can be. Let’s not imagine 

a Damascus-road type of 

encounter for ourselves; few if any 

of us have that background. But by 

all means, look back and consider 

how much has changed *because* 

you decided to follow Christ. That 

becomes a suitable Lenten 

reflection for us all. 

Dave Rogers 



22 

 

Tuesday, March 21   Colossians 1:9-14 

This portion of scripture tells of Paul and Timothy’s prayer of 
thanksgiving for and advice to the Christians at Colossae. (I 
suggest reading the beginning of the chapter as well.) 

My emphasis is on verses 9 – 14, which reveal that Paul and 
Timothy were praying the Colossians would be filled with 
knowledge, wisdom, and spiritual understanding. The Living 
Bible says “...asking God to help you understand what He wants 
you to do; asking Him to make you wise about spiritual things.” 

The verses go on to tell us we need this direction so that we can 
bear fruit in our Christian walk. 

Bearing fruit differs for all of us, depending on the gifts God has 
givens us. Yes, He has given all of us gifts. Discover your gifts 
as you talk with Jesus. He will give you a nudge regarding 
bearing fruit for Him. Maybe it’s just being yourself in your 
surroundings, showing kindness to others in the midst of 
everyday life: the Divine mixed in with our mundane. That was 
the stuff of Jesus’ parables. 

Paul encourages the Colossians, and us, to pray so we can have 
endurance and patience, always giving thanks. 

Did you know there are studies on the benefits of being grateful? 
When we express thanks to God, or anyone else, part of our brain 
lights up! 

Verse 13 says He has rescued us from darkness. As I write this, 
we have just come through the Season of Light in the Church. 
What joy to have God’s light in our hearts so that we can be a 
light in the darkness of this world. 

“This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.” Small it may 
be, but hopefully it will light the way for others. 

Thank you, Lord, that your 
light shines clearly, guiding 
me through troubled times 
when I feel lost at sea. You 
are the lighthouse on the 
shore that never moves, the 
light that never goes out. 
Thank you. Amen. 

Lavona Broen 
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Wednesday, March 22   Matthew 9:27-34 
 
Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute 
27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling 
out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 
28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he 
asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” 
“Yes, Lord,” they replied. 
29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it 
be done to you”; 30 and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them 
sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But they went out and 
spread the news about him all over that region. 
32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and 
could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was 
driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed 
and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 
34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives 
out demons.” 

 

Two Schools of Thought… 
But Really, What’s the Point? 

 

I remember discussions around this passage over the years in my 
journey to ‘grow in the faith’ as it were. It was not so simply 
interpreted for me as it was for many. The two events in this passage 
present much more than the traditional interpretations that some hold 
so dearly to. Let’s have a look at two of the more common 
interpretations. 
 

Verses 27 - 31. The Healing of the Blind Men 
The most common interpretation of the healing of the blind men I’ve 
come across is a literal physical healing, a miracle that obviously was 
reflective of the power of God through Jesus and is yet another 
indication of who He was. 
But I have to say, one wonders how physically blind men could 
literally follow Jesus and then find their way inside (the synagogue 
perhaps?), in order to be in close proximity to someone they couldn't 
see. The passage doesn’t elaborate as to how this could have 
happened. We can have sacred imaginations here and come up with 
some possibilities, I suppose. 
A second interpretation is that it was a spiritual healing. The purpose 
being to lead these men to a recognition of the character of Jesus. 
Once they were blind but now they see. A spiritual awakening would 
be a good description of this event. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Verses 32 - 34. The Healing of the Possessed Man 
The most common interpretation I’ve come across is that Jesus 
actually exorcised a literal demonic entity and when the demon 
departed, the man spoke. A miracle! The power of God in Jesus is, 
once again, at the fore-front. The verse says people were amazed! 
The second possibility is that Jesus revealed to the mute man 
something that challenged an event/events in his past and/or present. 
This could have been some form of abuse either physical or 
emotional but whatever it was, it allowed him to face it thus giving 
permission within himself to move away from it. As a result he was 
able to find his voice. 
That which was lost…is now found! 
 

So What’s The Point? 
Let’s think about this for a second. Does exclusively standing by one 
or the other interpretation to be correct really matter? Is there 
something deeper that might draw us closer to Divine Love and 
perhaps reflect the intended truth is applicable to both 
interpretations? 
Maybe you missed it! The key word in this passage is in verse 27, 
“Have mercy on us, Son of David!” Have mercy! This passage is 
about mercy! It’s about compassion! It’s about unconditional love! 
The Divine Love in Jesus wasn’t trying to elevate the ego or prove 
power. The Divine Love in Jesus was simply showing us, as Paul 
says at the end of Corinthians 12, “the most excellent way”; All 
merciful, all compassionate, all loving. This might explain why he 
told the two blind men to not ‘tell’ anybody. Maybe Jesus wanted 
them, in receiving mercy, to be able to show what mercy, 
compassion and love was all about. Don’t tell the people! Show the 
people! Show the world mercy! Show the world compassion! Show 
the world unconditional love! 
So…Physical Healing or Spiritual? In the end, it matters not to me 
because that wasn’t the point. The point is universal, unconditional, 
unfaltering love that is the Creator. 
 

Franciscan Sister, Ilia Delio says this about our Divine Love… 
 

"God is not a Being who loves; God is love, and absolute love is 
utterly faithful." 
 
 
Ben Thomas 

I once was lost,  
But now I'm found! 

Was blind but now I see! 
Amazing Grace 
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Thursday, March 23   Revelation 10:1-11 

The title of Revelation comes from the very first word in 
Greek in chapter 1, verse 1. In Greek it is apokalypsis or 
“revelation.” The Book of Revelation belongs to a type of 
biblical literature known as “apocalypse,” or “apocalyptic 
literature.” According to the Lutheran Study Bible, “an 
apocalypse tells of an experience with the supernatural 
world, in which the author is usually guided by a mystical 
being. It is filled with striking, fantastic images of conflict between 
good and evil, and ends in a glorious triumph of God’s forces of good.” 

John, the author of Revelation, writes this work to the churches in 
seven cities in the Roman province of Asia (Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea) around the 
last decade of the first century CE. He writes from the island of Patmos 
off the southwest coast of Turkey where he has been exiled because of 
his conflict with the Roman government while working among the 
churches in these cities. 

In his visions John is told by Jesus to write what he sees in a book and 
send it to the seven churches. In this book John identifies different 
problems in each of these cities as they struggle to exist in a Roman 
society where many gods, including the emperor, are worshipped. 
Some of these churches faced persecution, some were being morally 
corrupted by the surrounding society and some were just going through 
the motions without taking their faith seriously. 

In chapter 10, John’s vision is of an angel standing with one leg on land 
and the other on the sea who has in his hand a little scroll which he tells 
John to eat. He is told that when he eats the scroll it will be “sweet to 
his mouth but bitter to his stomach.” This image reaffirms John’s call to 
prophesy what is still to be described in the rest of the book of 
Revelation. Because John has swallowed the scroll he will be able to 
speak the Word of God to the seven churches. 

Is there a message in this passage for us today? Just like the 7 churches 
in the Roman province of Asia, are there churches today in need of 
correction or in need of words that can be bitter or hard to hear? Or is 
there a message needed for the whole world? Can wars ever cease or 
will that only happen in the end times when a new heaven and a new 
earth come into being as described in the next to last chapter of 
Revelation?  Are there prophetic voices in the church today calling for 
renewal? We are the church of the Reformation, but perhaps the church 
must keep on being reformed. 

Dear God, as we await the second coming of Christ help us to be your 
agents of change and justice in this very imperfect world. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

David Dahle 
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Friday, March 24   Revelation 11:15-19 

Do you hear the music? 

“The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he will reign for ever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15) 

I have sung and conducted this passage from 
the Hallelujah Chorus of Handel’s Messiah 
many times! And it still gives me shivers! 

Handel uses this passage in his Messiah composition for much the 
same reason as John does with his 7th trumpet in Revelation – to show 
that God’s kingdom is established on earth, that the purposes of God 
have reached their goal; and yet… there is still more to come! And in 
this knowledge, we see that God, the God of the covenants throughout 
history, wants to be connected to us, wants a relationship directly with 
each person. 

Why does it even matter to us that we understand that God’s kingdom 
is established on earth, and yet we wait for the ‘more to come’? There 
was a theology back in the time of the slaves that reasoned that it 
slavery was OK – life was hard now, but just wait until the reward of 
heaven. And so nothing was done to help the life of the slave at the 
time. It’s the same for us now – if we believe that only in heaven is 
God’s kingdom revealed, then we risk not doing anything to help our 
neighbour, our community – we risk neglecting our call to be God’s 
hands and feet into the world. It is IMPORTANT to realize that God’s 
kingdom IS here … and yet is to come! 

In verse 19, there is a new vision of glory: “Gods temple in heaven was 
opened.” This is another huge statement and profound thought from 
John; with this part of the vision, we see that access to God is fully 
opened to all believers (not just for the leaders of the Temple). 

One last thought on this passage – notice in this last verse (vs. 19) that 
the ark of the covenant can be seen within the temple. Throughout the 
OT history, the ark has been a reminder to Israel that God is the God of 
covenant promises; now, by seeing the ark of the covenant included in 
this vision, we are reminded that God is a God of promise! John is 
assuring us that God is to be trusted, and that God cares for each of us 
in that promise. 

Three insights from this short passage: that God’s kingdom is here on 
earth, that all people have direct access to God, and that God is a God 
of promise and care. What a wonderful vision that John shares with us 
today. May your day be filled with these thoughts, knowing that you 
are being called to be God’s hands and feet, supported by the mission 
and love of our God who creates and prepares the journey! 

Dr. Joy Berg 
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Monday, March 27    Acts 20:7-12 

 

On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread, Paul 
was holding a discussion with them; since he intended to leave 
the next day, he continued speaking until midnight. There were 
many lamps in the room upstairs where we were meeting. A 
young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, 
began to sink off into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer. 
Overcome by sleep, he fell to the ground three floors below and 
was picked up dead. But Paul went down, and bending over him 
took him in his arms, and said, ‘Do not be alarmed, for his life is 
in him.’ Then Paul went upstairs, and after he had broken bread 
and eaten, he continued to converse with them until dawn; then 
he left. Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive and were 
not a little comforted. 

 

 

 

 

 Did you notice that in just these six verses there are two 
separate references to breaking bread? 

 Breaking bread means sharing a meal together. It’s not 
just eating, but also sharing stories, and laughing, and being at 
peace together. 

 What did these earliest Christians do when Paul came to 
visit them? It was simple. They shared a meal, and they talked 
about Jesus. 

 Even after Eutychus’s mishap, late at night, what did the 
Christians promptly do again? They went back upstairs to eat… 
and to talk about Jesus until dawn. 

 I think that’s a beautiful picture of how we still are, as the 
church. We get together like a family. We eat together, we share, 
we laugh, and we talk about Jesus. Sometimes until dawn! 

 

Zachary Stolee 
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Tuesday, March 28    Ephesians 2:1-10 

Verse 10 

For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in 
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he has planned 
for us long ago. 

All of us are imperfect when it comes to sin. Imagine every 
mistake you’ve ever made was used against you and faced 
punishment for it. How would you feel? It would be like a 
flashlight that has no batteries that are unable to shine. 
God has. created us anew through Christ. All of our sins 
are forgiven and we are free. God is so loving that he sent 
his only son to save us from all of our sins. He forgives us 
so that we can do great things that he has planned and free 
from the chains that sin has over us. He will provide us with 
batteries that we are able to light up and shine his 
goodness on others. I invite you to take time today and 
thank God for providing us light. 

Emily Brosius 

 

 

Wednesday, March 29  Matthew 22:23-33 
 

“The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no 
resurrection; and they asked him a question, saying, ‘Teacher, 
Moses said, “If a man dies childless, his brother shall marry the 
widow, and raise up children for his brother.” Now there were seven 
brothers among us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the 
widow to his brother. The second did the same, so also the third, 
down to the seventh. Last of all, the woman herself died. In the 
resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of 
them had married her.’ 

Continued on next page 
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Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither 
the scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in 
heaven. And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read 
what was said to you by God, “I am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is God not of the dead, but of 
the living.’ And when the crowd heard it, they were astounded at 
his teaching.” 

The Sadducees only believed in the first five books of the Bible. 
They did not believe that God would resurrect people after death, 
because they didn’t see that idea in the first five books. (Unlike the 
Pharisees, who believed in the whole Old Testament, and drew 
their belief in resurrection from passages outside of the first five 
books.) 

Jesus had told people he was “the resurrection and the life”. The 
Sadducees didn’t like that, and they wanted to prove that Jesus was 
wrong. So the Sadducees tried to make a trap for Jesus, by creating 
a story that would make the resurrection of the dead seem absurd. 

Jesus answered them by telling them they didn’t know the 
scriptures very well, and also that they didn’t know the power of 
God. He showed them that in Exodus (a book they knew had 
authority) God said he IS the God of your father, and of Abraham, 
and Isaac, and of Jacob. Not he “was”... He IS. God himself did not 
talk about these dead people in the past tense - God referred to 
them in the present tense, because they were alive to God. 

Jesus also told them their idea of people going about life in heaven 
the same as it was here underestimated what heaven will be like. 
This is the part where they didn’t know the power of God. Life in 
heaven will be richer and deeper and more amazing than what they 
were imagining. 

Michael Stolee 
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Thursday, March 30   Philippians 1:1-11 

 

It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. NRSV 

 

I often wonder if other people are as confused as I am about 
what their purpose in life is. I mean, I’m pretty much old enough 
to have given up trying to figure out what I want to be when I 
grow up, unless I pull a Mrs. Pollifax. Of course, she’s fictional, 
but the idea is sound. 

It’s not really clear how old she is when she decides her life is 
meaningless so far, but at least in her 50’s, if not her 60’s, she 
decides to try something she feels would have purpose. She’s 
always wanted to be a spy. 

More or less accidentally, Mrs. Pollifax gets sent as a courier on 
a CIA mission. She gets kidnapped, faces life-threatening 
challenges, and has to plan an escape far away from home but of 
course, saves the microfilm (that she didn't know she had), the 
other agent and establishes good relationships all along the way, 
even with some of the bad guys. 

She’s successful precisely because she doesn’t have the training 
and mindset of the professional agent, but does have life 
experiences and a worldview that let her behave true to her own 
self and beliefs, even as she’s struggling to figure out how she 
fits in and how to accomplish the mission she’s been given. 

I think that’s what I hear Paul saying in the verse above to me: 

Be true to the faith you have and gifts you have been given. You 
are a partner with me. You share in God’s grace with me - not 
only in my imprisonment, but also in my defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. You have a place in shining the light 
of the gospel and in defending the truth and relevance of the 
gospel to others around you. 

Struggle all you want with the specifics, but continue to keep the 
wider picture of God’s love and sacrifice being for all the hurting 
people around you. They all need to hear and see that God’s 
sacrifice was for them. 

 

Continued on next page 
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If you live out whatever struggles you are in, being true to the 
belief that God loves you and provided the righteousness you 
couldn’t earn by yourself, then you will succeed in the role of 
being my partner and sharing in the defense of the gospel. Not 
everyone believes it, some even attack it, so we do need to 
defend it. Not everyone lives it, so we need to provide the picture 
(confirmation) to be seen by those with eyes to see. 

 

Almighty God and loving 
heavenly Father, as Paul gives 
thanks from his imprisonment 
and calls me to be his partner 
in defending and sharing your 
grace, help me to respond 
with willingness and action. 
Help me to be a living picture 
of what the gospel looks like in 
a life that is saved and made 
righteous by you. Show me 
how to love and accept those 
around me as your dearly 
loved children in a way that 
invites them to realize the 
mercy and grace you offer 
them. In Jesus’ name I pray, 
Amen. 

 

Sheila Becker 

 

Friday, March 31    Philippians 1:21-30 
 
In this passage Paul is in prison and he's facing a very real possibility 
of death. While contemplating this, he says to "live is Christ and die 
is gain". 
 
In this consideration he's aware of two strong desires. To leave this 
body and be in the presence of his Lord and the desire to remain in 
the service of his Lord. 

Continued on next page 
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As a youth, I just wanted to live, and experience life, and 
hopefully Jesus would help me to be happy, and of course going 
to heaven would be better, but I didn't want that to happen too 
soon. I never considered that Christ in me and serving Him would 
bring me joy, I only wanted Him to give joy. 
 
In these verses I'm impressed by how much Paul loved his Savior 
and how much he loved the church. He desired to encourage the 
people to live a life worthy of the gospel, perhaps saying, don't do 
things that will bring embarrassment to our faith. He encourages 
them to live in unity, fighting for the same truth regardless of 
individual differences. 
That serving Christ is a privilege and an honor. 
This reminded me of the words to the start of a song that we 
found days after the author's death. The first verse and chorus are 
as follows. 
 
One day a man lay dying, his son was at his side. The boy's heart 
was breaking, he said Daddy please don't die. He said, Son please 
don't grieve me, dying’s natural as is birth. 
I've prayed all the prayers that a man should pray on Earth. But 
just one prayer unanswered, a prayer that must be heard. For son 
I fear that you don't know, the honor to serve. 
Chorus 
It's an honor to serve, to join in the fight, to stand up for Jesus, to 
give him my life. To fight against evil, using only God's love. It's 
an honor an honor to serve. 
 
Paul wasn't afraid of dying, nor was he afraid of living. As with 
Paul, the man who wrote the song, discovered the secret to living 
a happy life in the face of death, was to be in the service to his 
Lord. One of our greatest sense of fulfillment in life is serving our 
Lord, it helps us to realize what Paul said, "to live is Christ". 
 
As we prepare our days and ask 
the Lord for His guidance and 
help. Perhaps we could ask Him 
to show us ways in which we 
can daily be in service to Him, 
to experience the honor to serve. 
 
Colleen Mitchell 


