
 

 

 

Christmas Day 
December 25, 2022 

10:30 am 

The Light of the World is Jesus 



 

 

ROLE 10:30 AM 

GREETERS Brian & Leann Reinhart 

USHERS Dave & Gail Stolee 

LECTOR Marilyn Hoveland 

COMMUNION PREPARATION Ken & Arlene Skriver 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Marilyn Hoveland, Steve Kristenson 

SCREENS/AUDIO/CAMERAS Chris & Rosanna Hohm & family, Lowell Dahlman 

SNOW SHOVELLERS Dave Rogers, Donny Loewen 

Thank you to the many people who are assisting us in our worship service today. 

Celebrating Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is a joyous 

celebration and a means of grace 
through which the crucified and risen 
Christ awakens faith, saves, forgives, 

unites, gives life, comforts and 
strengthens God’s people for service. 

If you believe that Jesus comes to 
you through this gift, you, including 

children, are invited to commune with 
us. If, instead, you desire to come 

forward to receive a blessing, please 
fold your arms in front of you. 

 

Choice of Elements 
Both regular and gluten-free wafers are 
offered. The regular wafers are served 
from a platter; the gluten-free ones are 
served from a bowl labelled “gluten-free”. 
Both wine and grape juice are available. If 
you prefer grape juice, indicate so by 
raising a finger. 

Welcome ! 

Whether you are worshipping with us in person 
or virtually from wherever you are, welcome to 
this worship service! For those of you who are 
physically present, note that online worshippers 
have expressed feeling more involved in the 
service when they see you worshipping and 
receiving Holy Communion so views of you taken 
from the balcony may appear in the broadcast. 
Offering is received in collection plates at the 
tables at the back of the pews when you enter. 
When sharing the peace, please be mindful that not 
everyone is comfortable with physical contact. 

Consequently, the continued use of 
gestures such as waving, nodding, 
bowing etc. are encouraged. 

If you are a visitor, thanks for 

worshipping with us! 

Please sign our guest book. 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Sharing Jesus Christ with All People  

Pastor Bev Swanson 
cell: 780-678-7830 

 

4810-50 Street, Camrose, AB  T4V 1P5 
Phone: 780-672-3444 

Email: office@messiahcamrose.ca 
E-transfer: offering@messiahcamrose.ca 

Website: messiahcamrose.ca 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Friday 
9:00 am - Noon & 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Church Office Holiday Hours 
 

Office will be Closed December 26 - 29 
Open on December 30 from 

9:00 am to Noon 



 

 

Gathering 
 
Prelude & Welcome 
 

Hymn 275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory (Lighting of the Christmas Candle) 

 
Confession 
 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, and 
call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower 
us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Children's Time 
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Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 62:6-12 
6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 
  I have posted sentinels; 
 all day and all night 
  they shall never be silent. 
 You who remind the Lord, 
  take no rest, 
 7and give him no rest 
  until he establishes Jerusalem 
  and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
 8The Lord has sworn by his right hand 
  and by his mighty arm: 
 I will not again give your grain 
  to be food for your enemies, 
 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
  for which you have labored; 
 9but those who garner it shall eat it 
  and praise the Lord, 
 and those who gather it shall drink it 
  in my holy courts. 
 
 10Go through, go through the gates, 
  prepare the way for the people; 
 build up, build up the highway, 
  clear it of stones, 
  lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
 11The Lord has proclaimed 
  to the end of the earth: 
 Say to daughter Zion, 
  “See, your salvation comes; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him.” 
 12They shall be called, “The Holy People, 
  The Redeemed of the Lord“; 
 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 
  A City Not Forsaken.” 
 
Psalm 97  
 1The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 2Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 3Fire goes before the Lord, 
  burning up enemies on every side. 
 4Lightnings light up the world; 
  the earth sees and trembles. 
 5The mountains melt like wax 
  before the Lord of all the earth. 



 

 

 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, 
  and all the peoples see your glory. 
 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
  Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 
 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 
  because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 9For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; 
  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10You who love the Lord, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the  
     wicked. 
 11Light dawns for the righteous, 
  and joy for the honest of heart. 
 12Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s holy name. 
 

Hymn 267 Joy to the World 

 
Second Reading: Titus 3:4-7 
4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, 
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his 
mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he 
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 287 Of the Father’s Love Begotten  vs. 1,2,4,5 

 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 



 

 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Meditation - Pastor Bev Swanson 
 

Hymn of the Day 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
Apostles’ Creed  
 
Prayers of the People  
     God of love and light,  
     hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing the Peace 
     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
     And also with you. 

 

Meal 
 

Offering 278 Away in a Manger 
(Plates are available at the back of the Sanctuary) 
 
Offering Prayer 

Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows 
from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come 
among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in 
need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, and salutary, join their unending hymn: 

     Hymn 289 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion 

   Hymn 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

   Hymn 269 Once in Royal David’s City 

   Hymn 286 Your Little Ones, Dear Lord 
 
   Table Blessing 
 
   Communion Prayer 

Let us pray, 
On this day, O God, we remember that 
you gave us Christ the Son to save us. 
As you sent the one foretold, 
send us now with good news for all people. 
Let the gladness of this feast have no end 
as we share with others the joy that fills us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Sending 
Blessing 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn 298 The Bells of Christmas  vs. 1,2,4,6 

 
Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Christmas Blessings to One and All, 
 

 from Messiah Staff: 
 

Pastor Bev Swanson, 
 Sheila Becker, Lowell Dahlman,  

Shirley McFall, Lori Mokry,  
 Carolyn Olson, Lloyd Olson, 
Tova Olson, Elaine Thygesen 

Next Sunday’s (January 1st) 

Bible Readings 

Isaiah 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 

Matthew 2:13-23 

In Our Weekly Prayer Cycle 
Each week we hold in special prayer some of the people and ministries of Messiah. 

This week we pray for: Ray & Norma Blacklock; Darren, Jolene, Kale, Kylar, Rya & Kinley 
Bolding; Jim & Marie Brager; Lavona Broen; Lorne & Mary Broen. We also pray for our Bishops 
Susan Johnson and Larry Kochendorfer, the Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Prema Samuel, 
Rev. Brian Rude in El Salvador, ministry among refugees in Camrose, Lutheran Bible 
Translators, Seasons Retirement Community and those who provide social services, including 
Neighbor Aid, Meals on Wheels, Martha’s Table, The Open Door, Camrose Women’s Shelter, 
and Habitat for Humanity.  

Adult Class: 9:15 am Basement Auditorium 
Adult Classes will resume January 8 with 

the video series: “Life of Martin Luther” 
alternating with My Faith Journey 

presentations. 
January 15: Jane Arial & Carol Green 

Please join us for Coffee Fellowship 
after the Worship Service in the 
Fellowship Centre with hosts Cece 

Watts and Brian & Leann Reinhart. 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 
There will be a special congregational meeting on Sunday, 
January 22nd at 12 Noon for the purpose of considering a 
recommendation from the Call Committee that a letter of 
call for the position of Senior Pastor at Messiah be issued 
to a particular candidate. The candidate's name will be 
announced at the time of this meeting.  
David Dahle, President of the Congregation 

Eternity for Today 
devotional books for 

January to March 2023 are available in 

the office, or at the Welcome Desk at the 

back of the sanctuary, for a suggested 

donation of $2.00. 

Call Committee Update: The call committee is 
nearing completion of the process. See the notice for a 
congregational call meeting. Thank you for all of your 
prayers and please continue with them. 
Rosanna Hohm, Call Committee Chair 


