
The Longest Night 
A Service of Remembrance, Consolation, and Assurance 

December 17, 2021 6:30 pm 
 

(Community will respond with the bold printed words.) 
 

We respectfully acknowledge that we are located on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional gathering place for 
diverse indigenous peoples including the Cree, Blackfoot, Metis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquios, Dene, Ojibway, 
Saulteaux (So-toe), Anishinaabe, Inuit and many others whose histories, languages and cultures continue 
to influence our vibrant community. 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
 
We gather as hurting people. 
We come seeking peace, comfort, and quiet. 
In the presence of each other's honesty, let us 
worship God. 
 
In the midst of this season when we celebrate 
the hope of Christ's coming, we come together 
to share our grief. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth. 
In the midst of this season when we celebrate the joy of Christ's coming, we come 
together to name our fears. 
What has come into being through Christ is life, and that life is the light of all 
people. 
In the midst of this season when we celebrate the love that Christ brings, we come 
together to be upheld in our struggles. 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness will not overcome it. 
 

Healer of Our Every Ill recorded by Tova Olson, Jon Stolee, Keysha Swanson 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, 0 Israel. 

 

First Candle: Grief 
 
We light the first candle to share our grief: 
grief over loved ones who have died, 
over relationships that have ended, 
over the many kinds of loss we have experienced. 
Often it is during these special holiday times, 
these times that are filled with memories, 
that we feel most deeply the absence of those we have loved and lost. 
May this candle bring to light our grief. 
 

Silent Meditation 
 

John 11:32-35 
 

0 come, O Dayspring, come and cheer 
O Sun of justice, now draw near; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, 0 Israel. 

 

Second Candle: Pain 
 
We light the second candle to acknowledge our pain: 
the pain of addiction, 
the pain of physical or mental illness, 
the pain of troubled relationships, 
the pain of depression 
all the pain and burdens that we experience. 
In the midst of the joy of the Christmas season, we sometimes feel the 
need to hide the pain that we feel so that we won't burden others. 
May this candle bring to light our pain. 
 

Silent Meditation 
 

Matthew 11:28-29  
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0 come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, 0 Israel. 

 

Third Candle: Fears 
 
We light the third candle to name our fear: 
fears of uncertainty, 
fears of being alone, 
fears of those who are not like us or whom we don't 
understand, 
fears of change or stagnation 
All fears that hold us back from living life to the fullest. 
Just as the shepherds, wise men, King Herod, Mary, and Joseph were 
filled with fear that first Christmas, so we too live in a world and a time 
that is filled with fear. 
May this candle bring to light our fears. 
 

Silent Meditation 
 

Isaiah 41:8-10 
 

0 come, 0 come, O Lord of might, 
As to your tribes on Sinai's height 
In ancient times you gave the law 
In cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, 0 Israel. 

 

Fourth Candle: Struggles 
 
We light the fourth candle to recognize the struggles of our world: 
the struggles of those who suffer the effects of war, 
the struggles of those who need food and shelter, 
the struggles of those who are living with disease and illness, 
the struggles of those who long for freedom from oppression 
the struggles of those who are experiencing all that we have not named. 
We know that our own struggles are part of the struggles of a world desperately in need of 
God's promised realm of peace. 
May this candle bring to light our struggles. 
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Silent Meditation 
 
Revelation 21:1-6a 

 
0 come, O Branch of Jesse, free, 
Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

From depths of hell your people save; 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, 0 Israel. 

 

Blessings recorded by Tova Olson, Jon Stolee, Keysha Swanson 
 

Those who desire may come forward and light a candle. 
 
Poem: I Wait for Healing Breath 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

John 1:1-5, 14 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Hymn 282 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 

 
Music Leaders: Rob & Elaine MacMillan 

 

Service order and opening liturgy written by Rev. Trina Holmberg © 2010. 
Adapted by Rev. Trina Holmberg, Rev. Bev Swanson and Chaplain Jim Wilson © 2020. Used with permission. 

 

Candle Readings - anonymous author (We have tried to track down the author unsuccessfully. 
Please inform us if you know who wrote them so they can be properly attributed.) 

 

Poem: I Wait for Healing Breath by Bev Swanson. Used with permission. 
 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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