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To fulfill its mission, as stated in the Constitution 

and in its mission statement, the congregation is guided by 

core values which it adopted on May 31, 2006: 

God loves everyone. 

Jesus is Lord. 

We seek to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

We rely fully on the Word of God. 

God gives everyone gifts to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the cover: Part of a large outdoor mural on the west wall of Trinity Lutheran Church, located at 

10014-81 Avenue NW Edmonton, conceptualized by visual artist Amy Loewan. Nearly 400 participants, 

from all ages, cultural backgrounds and walks of life individually painted one thousand tiles to create the 

Trinity Community Mural, a lasting legacy of community, love, embracing differences and connections 

through life and through art. 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1o77-_IXbAhWHjVQKHUEvCMMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjvn2k07.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F09%2F09%2Fkeep-eternity-in-mind-1-timothy-61819%2F&psig=AOvVaw3vFY9DJeC150KlD_fZzrIW&ust=152
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A Message From Our Synod Bishop 
  
  

January 2018  

Dear Beloved in Christ,  

May grace and peace be yours in abundance (1 Peter 1:2a).  

I send you greetings in the Name of the One who is the light of the world, Jesus our Lord, as you gather 

for your Annual General Congregational Meeting.  

When you gather together, know that I am filled with gratitude to God for you; that I am thankful for 

our partnership in the gospel; and, that you continue to be in my prayers as I know I remain in yours.  

When you meet together, you will be making decisions about your priorities for ministry. You will be 

adopting budgets that enable ministry that joins in God’s mission in the world. You will be supporting 

your partners in ministry – the rostered leaders of this Synod, and especially those who serve among 

you as they, first and foremost, seek to equip you for the work of ministry: the building up of the Body 

of Christ.  

Joining God’s mission means that your ministry is among the people with whom you live and move and 

have your being. Your ministry is done each day in the living out of your baptismal identity as God’s 

beloved children through your service in word and deed.  

Ministry continues beyond the neighborhood and congregation through the many faces of the Church 

and many facets of its ministries: our Synod and its staff, our National Church expression, the Lutheran 

World Federation, En Misión con El Salvador: In Mission with El Salvador, and our Companion Synod – 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia.  

Perhaps at this year’s Annual General Meeting you might reflect, name and give thanks for the gifts and 

mission into which God has invited you and your congregation. Consider taking a few moments in small 

groups to listen to each other and then share with all gathered reflections on the following:  

1) Share about a time or situation when you or your congregation experienced God’s love.  

2) What resources do you have within your community? Share three gifts God has given you.  

As you meet, I ask you to prayerfully consider forwarding a tithe (1/10th) of your annual income as a 

congregation as your minimal offering for Benevolence for the ministry of the Synod and through the 

Synod to the wider Church. Some congregations have exceeded this mark already, but I would 

encourage all congregations to set this goal.  

As you gather be sure to join others across the Synod as you:  

 prepare nominations for youth, lay and rostered delegates to the 2018 ELCIC National Convention. 

(http://albertasynod.ca/convention/national-convention/national-convention-delegate-elections/)  

 determine delegate(s) to the June 14-16 Synod Convention, Faith, Hope, Love.  

 Review the Synod Council Meeting “Talking Points” (http://albertasynod.ca/people/synod-council/)  

 subscribe to our Synod’s new weekly e-mail newsletter, Wednesday’s Word, which begins January 6 

and replaces the Synod mailings. Subscribing is easy on our Synod’s website.  
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And remember Paul’s words to the saints in Philippi: …sisters and brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things (Philippians 4:8).  

My prayer is that your gathering will be a recital of gratitude and praise to God for the signs of the Holy 

Spirit at work in, through, around, and among you.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).  

In Christ Jesus-  

Shalom,  

+The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop  

Synod of Alberta and the Territories  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada  

Spirit-Led Leadership   Hope-Filled Discipleship   Innovative Tradition    

Collaborative Partnerships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Agenda 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

June 10, 2018 
 

1. Welcome and Call to Order: Odell Olson 

 

2. Opening Devotions: Pastor Bev Swanson (back cover) 

 

3. Consideration and Adoption of Agenda 

 

4. Review of Congregational Meeting Minutes 

 4.1. Annual Congregational Meeting of May 28, 2017 

     4.2. Special Congregational Meeting of June 18, 2017 

 

5. Consideration of Reports 

 5.1. Report of the Senior Pastor 

 5.2. Report of the Associate Pastor 

 5.3. Officers’ Reports 

 5.4. Reports of the Committees 

 5.5. Report of the Auxiliary 

 5.6. Other Reports  

 5.7. Congregational Statistics 

 

6. Organizational Matters 

 6.1. Report of the Nominating Group and Elections 

 Installation of those elected on Sunday June 24, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. Worship Service.  

 The Annual Planning Meeting Phase 1: immediately after the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

 (To compile contact information and elect Chair and Secretary of Committees) Phase 2: TBA This 

 meeting involves all members of Church Council and Standing Committee Chairs: Learning, 

 Service, Support, Witnessing and Worship. 

 

7. Mission Endowment Fund 

 7.1. Interest Allocation: 

 Moved Seconded (from Council) that Mission Endowment funds for this year go to the new 

 mission project for the Lutheran Church of Columbia, to be determined by the Bishop on his 

 forthcoming trip. 

 

 7.2. Panoptic Endowment Fund (from Council) that Panoptic Endowment funds for this year go 

  to_______________________________ . 

  

8. Financial Matters 

 8.1. Motions for Borrowing Power 

 8.1.1. That any two of the President, Secretary and Treasurer be authorized to borrow up to fifty 

 thousand dollars ($50,000.00) from a financial institution in Camrose, Alberta, for operating 

 purposes and to execute the institution’s form of note or notes in the name of Messiah Lutheran 

 Church for a period of twelve months. 

 

 8.1.2. That any two of the President, Secretary and Treasurer be authorized to borrow up to one 

 hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) from a financial institution in Camrose, Alberta for the 

 Building Fund and to execute the institution’s form of note or notes in the name of Messiah 

 Lutheran Church for a period of twelve months. 
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     8.2. Motion for authorized signators for charitable donation receipts 

 That any one of the following be authorized to sign charitable receipts for Messiah Lutheran 

 Church: 1) Norma Branes 2) Mary Broen 3) Bookkeeper 4) Treasurer 5) MLW  Treasurer 

 

 

 8.3. Motion for Appointment of Auditors 

 8.3.1. That Messiah use an Internal Audit for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. 

 8.3.2. That ________________________, ________________________ and 

 _________________________ be appointed to the Audit Committee as auditors for Messiah  

 Lutheran Church for the year ending April 30, 2019. 

 

9. Motion for Signing Authority 

 That any two of the following be appointed to sign cheques for Messiah Lutheran Church:   

 President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Bookkeeper. 

 

10. Financial Report and Recommended Budget 

 

11. Motions from Council  

 11.1. That we form a Group to consider and plan for a Stewardship Program this year. 

     11.2. In the report from the Council will be forming a “Budget Group” to assist the Support 

 Committee and Council in forming a Budget including reviewing and budgeting for staff increases. 

 Two people from the congregation who have interest or training in finances are needed for this 

 committee.  

 

12. Concluding Remarks 

 

13. Closing Devotions: Pastor Calvin Skriver (back cover) 

 

14. Adjournment 
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Messiah Lutheran Church of Camrose 
Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting  

 Sunday, May 28, 2017 

 

1. Welcome and Call to Order: Chair Odell Olson called the meeting to order at 12:35 pm. 

 

2. Opening Devotions: Diaconal Minister Bev Swanson opened with the devotions as printed on 

the back cover of the Annual Report. 

 

3.  Consideration and Adoption of Agenda  

CM 17:05:01 MSC (David Dahle/Dave Larson) to adopt the agenda as printed. 

 

4. Review of Congregational Meeting Minutes 

 4.1 Annual Congregational Meeting of June 5, 2016 

CM 17:05:02 MSC (Ron Foshaug/Cece Watts) to adopt the minutes of the Annual 

Congregational Meeting of June 5, 2016. 

  

5. Consideration of Reports 

 5.1 Report of Senior Pastor Calvin Skriver 

As printed in Annual Report with no further comments or questions from the Congregation. 

5.2 Report of Diaconal Minister Bev Swanson 

As printed in the Annual Report with no further comments or questions from the Congregation. 

5.3 Officers’ Reports 

President Odell Olson thanked the Executive, Council and Committee Members for their dedicated 

service. 

 5.4 Reports of the Committees 

Learning Committee: As printed in Annual Report with information the youth Leaders have 

resigned due to relocation. Sunday School averages from 6 – 16 in attendance with a total of 38 

children attending at least once this past year. 

Service Committee: As printed in Annual Report with the addition of Lavona Broen as a 

coordinator for Martha’s Table. 

Support Committee: As printed in the Annual Report with the following information on the T.V. 

Ministry: $24,196.00 of the goal of $30,000.00 for T.V. Ministry has been reached. The 

equipment is 20 years old and with the new carrier Eastlink it requires a different signal, 

therefore the whole system needs updating. This will increase access to the T.V. service ministry. 

The web based service that will be added will allow anyone with a computer internet connection 

to watch the service which ensures access to a TV Ministry.  

Witnessing Committee: As printed in the Annual Report with the following information  

that a new church directory will be produced this next year. 

World Mission Group: As printed in Annual Report with no further comments but a thank you 

given by Ray Blacklock to those who have contributed to the El Salvador fund. 

Refugee Support Group: Erhard Pinno spoke on behalf of the Refugee Support Group. The 

Camrose Refugee Center, which is an Ecumenical Center, will be housed in the Messiah Youth 

Area and will be accountable to the Witnessing Committee. Yvonne Myrehaug will be the 

Volunteer Coordinator for this Center. 

CM 17:05:03 MSC (Refugee Support Group) That Messiah’s sponsorship of Weini and 

Yohannes and their children will include financial support and that the portion of the reserved 

funds of $15,320.50 that was contributed by the family will be returned to them upon their 

arrival. 

Worship Committee: As printed in the Annual Report with the following information that Choir 

members and Handbell players are needed. 

 5.5 Reports of the Auxiliary: As printed in Annual Report with the following information, that a 

new women’s study group has formed. 
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 5.6 Other Reports: 

 Staff Reports as printed in Annual Report with no further comments or questions from 

the Congregation. 

 The garage sale realized $2535.65. 

 The 3rd annual congregational retreat had a balance of $1130.00  

 Dale Swanson expressed thanks to all who support Hastings Lake Bible Camp and 

reported that the Chairperson is Eric Sorenson and Vice Chair is Cal Lyseng. They would 

like a representative from Messiah. 

 

5.7 Congregational Statistics: As printed in Annual Report with no further comments or 

questions from the Congregation. 

 

CM 17:05:04 MSC (David Dahle/Mary Broen) to receive reports as presented. 

  

6. Organizational Matters 

 6.1 Report of the Nominating Group and Elections 

Vice-President Carolyn Andersen presented the Nominating Committee’s report and thanked the 

members of her committee: Don Myrehaug, Joanne Myrehaug and Eleanor Kopperud. Carolyn 

also thanked those contacted for considering a position. She noted that the vacant Member at 

Large position nominee is Carolyn Andersen and all other positions except for one on the Service 

Committee, 2 on Worship and 2 on Witnessing have candidates for nomination. Carolyn asked for 

any further nominations and receiving none, the following motion was presented: 

CM 17:05:05 MSC (Carolyn Andersen/Dave Larson) that nominations cease and the 

Nominating Committee’s list of names be declared as elected. 

President Odell thanked Carolyn and the Nominating Committee for their diligent work. 

 

Installation of those elected will be on Sunday June 11, 2017, at the 10:30 am Worship Service. 

The Annual Planning Meeting: Phase 1 - immediately after the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

Phase 2 - to be announced later. This meeting involves all members of Church Council and all 

Standing Committees: Learning, Service, Support, Witnessing and Worship. 

 

7. Mission Endowment Fund 

 7.1 Interest Allocation: 

CM 17:05:06 MSC (by Council) that the interest from this fund go to the T.V. Ministry 

 7.2 Panoptic Endowment Fund  

CM 17:05:07 MSC (David Stolee/Jonathan Hawkins) that the interest from this fund go to 

the T.V. Ministry. 

In discussion, Ivar clarified that this fund is used for ongoing mission initiatives. 

 

8. Financial Matters 

8.1 Motions for Borrowing Power 

 8.1.1 CM 17:05:08 MSC (by Council) that any two of the President, Secretary and 

Treasurer be authorized to borrow up to fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) from a financial 

institution in Camrose, Alberta, for operating purposes and to execute the institution’s form of 

note or notes in the name of Messiah Lutheran Church for a period of twelve months. 

 8.1.2 CM 17:05:09 MSC (by Council) that any two of the President, Secretary and 

Treasurer be authorized to borrow up to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) from a 

financial institution in Camrose, Alberta for the Building Fund and to execute the institution’s form 

of note or notes in the name of Messiah Lutheran Church for a period of twelve months.  

 

8.2 Motion for authorized signators for charitable donation receipts 

CM 17:05:10 MSC (by Council) that any one of the following be authorized to sign charitable 

receipts for Messiah Lutheran Church: 1) Norma Branes 2) Mary Broen 3) Bookkeeper 4) 

Treasurer 5) MLW Treasurer. 

 

President Odell thanked Norma and Mary for their continued contributions and Bookkeeper Sheila 

Becker for her excellent work. 
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8.3 Motion for Appointment of Auditors 

 8.3.1 CM 17:05:11 MSC (by Council) that Messiah use an Internal Audit for the 2017-

2018 fiscal year. 

 8.3.2 CM 17:05:12 MSC (by Council) that David Stolee, Max Lindstrand and Yvonne 

Myrehaug be appointed to the Audit Committee as auditors for Messiah Lutheran Church for the 

year ending April 30, 2018. 

 

9. Motion for Signing Authority 

 CM 17:05:13 MSC (by Council) that any two of the following be appointed to sign cheques for 

Messiah Lutheran Church: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Bookkeeper. 

 

 

10. Financial Report and Recommended Budget 

CM 17:05:14 MSC (Ivar Saugen/Sylvia Espe) to accept the Financial Reports as presented 

and approve the recommended budget. 

 

President Odell thanked Treasurer Ivar Saugen and the Support Committee for the Financial 

Reports and Budget. 

 

11. Motions from Council regarding the Pastoral Ministry 

  11.1 CM 17:05:15 MSC (by Council) that we call a second ordained pastor. 

  11.2 CM 17:05:16 MSC (by Council) that Council act as the Call Committee. 

 11.3 CM 17:05:17 MSC (by Council) that a congregational meeting be held on June 18, 2017 

to consider and vote on a call to Bev Swanson. 

 

12.  Concluding Remarks 

 

13. Closing Devotions: On the basis of the liturgy on the back page of the Annual Report, Pastor 

Calvin Skriver led in the closing devotions.  
 
14. Adjournment: 

Chairperson Odell Olson declared the meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn Andersen for Secretary Carol Green 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

2017-2018 Council and Committee Members 

2017-2018 Budget 

List of Voting Members Present 
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Messiah Lutheran Church of Camrose 
2017 - 2018 Council and Committee Members 

 

 

Church Council 

 

President 

Odell Olson ............................................................................................. to June 2018 

Vice-President 

Gail Stolee  .......................................................................................... to June 2019 

Treasurer 

Ivar Saugen ............................................................................................ to June 2018 

Secretary 

Jonathan Hawkins .................................................................................... to June 2019 

 

Members at Large 

Sharon Gilbertson .................................................................................... to June 2018 

Dave Larson ............................................................................................ to June 2018 

Art Pfeiffer .............................................................................................. to June 2018 

Carolyn Andersen..................................................................................... to June 2019 

Darlene Dahle ......................................................................................... to June 2019 

 

 

 

Learning Committee 

Alice Lindstrand ....................................................................................... to June 2018 

Carol Green, Cheryl Nester, Sharon Ofrim, Marie Olson, David Stolee ............. to June 2019 

 

Service Committee 

Donny Loewen ......................................................................................... to June 2018 

Carol Cherry, Rod MacInnis, Yvonne Myrehaug, Perry Schulmeister ................ to June 2019 

 

Support Committee 

Milt Gilbertson, Don Myrehaug, Gord Myrehaug ........................................... to June 2018 

Ron Foshaug, Lois Larson, Dale Swanson .................................................... to June 2019 

 

Witnessing Committee 

Mary Ellen Eriksson, Shirley Loewen, Cecelia Watts ...................................... to June 2018 

Vincent Eriksson, Erhard Pinno .................................................................. to June 2019 

 

Worship Committee 

Nora Gilbertson, Gail Pfeiffer ..................................................................... to June 2018 

David Dahle, Lori Skriver .......................................................................... to June 2019 
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Analysis of Messiah's Proposed Stewardship of its     

Proposed Resources 2017-2018        

       % of Total    

Salaries and Wages for Staff  $290,000  66%  *Building/Capital   

         AV Capital  1,300 

         Custodial Supplies  1,200 

Program        Inspections/maintenance 7,000 

 Learning Committee 5,310     Insurance  16,000 

      Stewardship Plans 200     Repairs & maintenance 10,000 

 Service Committee 1,000     Utilities-electricity  9,000 

    Neighbor Aid Support 1,200     Utilities-heating fuel 19,000 

 Witnessing Committee 200     Utilities-water/sewer 3,000 

 Worship Committee 5,950     Capital purchase/contingency 2,000 

  Total  13,860 13,860  3%  Capital Projects  3,500 

            72,000 

In Support of All Ministries - Support Committee        

 Synod    37,080  8%  **Office    

         Advertising  400 

 Building/Capital*   72,000  16%  Audio/Visual supplies 875 

         Audit   3,000 

 Office**    21,875  5%  Bank charges/op loans 300 

         Offering envelopes  400 

 General Ministry Support*** 7,100  2%  Office equipment lease 5,600 

         Office library  200 

 Restore Designated gifts  0  0%  Office Supplies  5,000 

         100%  Postage & shipping 1,500 

Total     $441,915  100%  Software agreements 700 

         Telephone  3,700 

Check from Summary Page        441,915     Website   200 

            21,875 

             

         ***General Ministry Support 

         Chur Coun Miscellaneous 900 

         Conference Dues  1,000 

         Pastor's Study Conference 1,200 

         Counselling Supervision 900 

         Conventions  2,000 

         Staff/lay development 400 

         Volunteer screening 200 

         Staff retreat  500 

         Call Committee recruiting 0 

            7,100 
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Carolyn Andersen 

Jane Arial 

Wilfred Aspenes 

Joyce Bergh 

Connie Bjornson 

Norma Blacklock 

Ray Blacklock 

Mary Broen 

Carol Cherry 

Darlene Dahle 

David Dahle 

Arnell Dahlin 

Greta Dahlin 

Mary Ellen Eriksson 

Vincent Eriksson 

Hans Espe 

Sylvia Espe 

Norma Ferguson 

Leroy Forre 

Loretta Foshaug 

Ron Foshaug 

Nora Gilbertson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice Haldorson 

Jonathan Hawkins 

Chris Hohm 

Rosanna Hohm 

Laverne Hoveland 

Marilyn Hoveland 

Cliff Hoyme 

Dorothy Hoyme 

Peggy Jensen 

Ruth E Jensen* 

Ioan Jober 

Eleanor Kopperud 

David G Larson 

Audrey Lett 

Rod MacInnis 

Lorraine Mackwood 

Vi Madison 

Ken Midbo 

Marion Midbo 

Lori Mokry* 

Cheryl Nester 

Carolyn Olson* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Olson 

Karen Olson 

Lloyd Olson* 

Odell Olson* 

Erhard Pinno 

Carole Saugen 

Ivar Saugen 

Arlene Skriver 

Calvin Skriver* 

Ken Skriver 

Lori Skriver 

Maria Skriver 

Mark Skriver 

Berniece Sogge 

David Stolee 

Gail Stolee 

Dale Swanson 

Elaine Taylor 

Leny Vanderjagt 

Cecelia Watts 

Bernard Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Voting Members Present at the Annual Congregational Meeting 
Messiah Lutheran Church of Camrose, May 28, 2017 

*Designates a Non-Voting Member (ie. Staff, President of Congregation) 
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Messiah Lutheran Church of Camrose 

Congregational Call Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, June 18, 2017 

 

1. Call to Order: 

Council President Odell Olson called the meeting to order at 12:00 PM. 

A count of member present commenced and sign-in sheets were distributed. It was determined 

that a minimum of 50 was required to meet the necessary quorum for the meeting. Prema 

Samuel was introduced as the representative of the Bishop and as the person who would conduct 

the meeting. It was noted that a 2/3s majority vote was required for the call to be approved. 
 

2. Opening: 

  - Prema Samuel took the Chair, and reminded those gathered that this was a meeting to 

   oversee the election of an Associate Pastor for Messiah Lutheran Church, Camrose. 

  - Scripture Lesson: Matthew 28: 18-20 

  - Prayer 

  - Odell Olson provided biographical information about the candidate, Bev Swanson, and read 

   the Letter of Call and the Memorandum of Compensation. 
 

3. Candidate – Bev Swanson: 

- The history of the candidate was presented, including her status as a senior seminarian who 

had worked for 15-16 years as an untitled worker, followed by 10 years as a Diaconal 

Minister. She served in full-time pastoral leadership at Messiah for several years between 

the departure of Pastor Kenn Ward and the arrival of Pastor Erik Parker, and then again 

after Pastor Erik Parker’s departure. Upon the arrival of Pastor Calvin Skriver as Senior 

Pastor, she resumed her Diaconal Minister role. She, her husband, and two children, have 

had a long connection with the congregation. 

- The Letter of Call was reviewed, noting that Bev would participate in the First Call program 

for new pastors for 3 years, should the call prove successful. 

- The Memorandum of Compensation was reviewed, noting that a successful call would not 

change the current salary (which is based on duties performed). The Compensation 

package was reviewed. 
 

4. Voting: 

- Odell Olson moved that Bev Swanson be called to be the Associate Pastor of Messiah 

Lutheran Church in accordance with the documents presented. 

- Erhard Pinno seconded the motion. 

- An opportunity was provided for questions/discussion. No questions/comments were offered. 

- The question was called. 

- Ballots were distributed with instructions to Vote YES to approve the motion to call, or NO to 

reject. Max Lindstrand, Alice Lindstrand, and Ivar Saugen acted as scrutineers. 

- A hymn, ‘We Are Called’, was sung while the counting process occurred. 

- The vote was announced:  YES – 76  No – 4. 

- Ruth Jensen moved, Ivar Saugen seconded, that the ballots be destroyed. Carried. 

- Odell Olson moved, Vicki Olson seconded, that the meeting be adjourned. Carried. 
 

5. Adjournment:  12:30 PM 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jonathan Hawkins, Council Secretary 

 
Attachment: Member list of voters 
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Carolyn Andersen 

Rena Anderson 

Jane Arial 

Wilf Aspenes 

Joyce Bergh 

Connie Bjornson 

Ray Blacklock 

Ed Brewer 

Charlene Brown 

Susan Busch 

Carol Cherry 

Hazel Erga 

Lyle Erga 

Mary Ellen Eriksson 

Vincent E. Eriksson 

Norma Ferguson 

Leroy Forre 

Loretta Foshaug 

Ron Foshaug 

Nora Gilbertson 

Mark Gjesdal 

Carol Green 

Kjel Gusdal 

Kyra Gusdal 

Alice Haldorson 

Karen Hansen 

Jonathan Hawkins 

 

 

 

 

Frank Hoehn 

Judy Hoehn 

Chris Hohm 

Juanita Hohm 

Kassia Hohm 

Rosanna Hohm 

Laverne Hoveland 

Marilyn Hoveland 

Cliff Hoyme 

Dorothy Hoyme 

Peggy Jensen 

Ruth E. Jensen 

Ioan Jober 

Eleanor Kopperud 

Dave Larson 

Lois Larson 

Jayla Lindberg 

Alice Lindstrand 

Max Lindstrand 

G. Erna Litzenberger 

Lorraine Mackwood 

Rod Madison 

Vi Madison 

Ken Midbo 

Marion Midbo 

Carolyn Olson 

Elaine Olson 

 

 

 

 

Karen Olson 

Vicki Olson 

Art Pfeiffer 

Gail Pfeiffer 

Erhard Pinno 

Leann Reinhart 

Ann Reiten 

Arthur Reiten 

Carol Roy 

Helen Sather 

Carole Saugen 

Ivar Saugen 

Doris Skippen 

Grant Skippen 

Lori Skriver 

Mark Skriver 

Berniece Sogge 

Elaine Taylor 

Leny Vanderjagt 

Keysha Swanson 

Cecelia Watts 

Annelise Westby 

Kliff Westby 

Bernard Williams 

Lorene Willing 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Voting Members Present at the Special Congregational Meeting 

Messiah Lutheran Church of Camrose, June 18, 2017 
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PASTORAL REPORTS 

 
Senior Pastor 

 
I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 

For in him you have been enriched in every way. 

1 Corinthians 1:4-5a 

 

Grace and peace to you from God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Thank you to each and every one of you who have faithfully and consistently contributed your time, 

skills and resources to furthering the mission we share together as members of Messiah Lutheran 

Church. Thank you especially for those who have thoughtfully prepared reports and statistics and plans! 

As you read through the reports for this Annual Meeting you will find that so many people have had a 

part in keeping things going and moving us forward in God’s call for our lives together. Thanks be to God 

for these blessings. You are a part of all of this work and of what is going to come. 

 

There is much for each of us to do. I am no exception to this. There are many things that need attention 

and support and prayer and I often find myself calling on God to give me the wisdom and strength to do 

what needs to be done. I know I cannot get to everything that needs to be done and so I am thankful 

for God’s help in the form of you, his hands and feet and eyes and ears in this place and time. 

 

It seems that most of my time is spent walking and talking with people. Sometimes it is someone who 

simply comes in for a chat. Other times there are those who are needing and requesting prayer. There 

are meetings for numerous committees and groups where faithful people connect with each other, pray 

and study together, and seek God’s will for their area of responsibility. Those of us who are paid staff 

also need to connect with each other so that we are all on the same page (to the best of our abilities) 

and that we may support the work of the whole of the congregation. I also connect with other faithful 

servants of God within our synod and within this community. Messiah is known for our capacity to help 

and to serve beyond the walls of our building; may we continue this tradition long into the future. 

 

I also spend time in prayer and preparation on my own; for sermons, for bible studies, for preparation 

for meetings in the congregation and the community, and simply for my personal wellbeing. I often ask 

God to help me to see if there are new directions that we are intended to pursue – but also I ask God to 

help me to find ways to encourage and renew the many facets of service that we are already in the 

midst of and are still very much what we are called to do and participate in. I even ask God to bring 

clarity to those areas that we are no longer bringing life to our ministry and need to be set aside – and if 

there are any such areas to find ways to compassionately end those efforts and move them to other life-

giving ministries. 

 

One of the most difficult pieces of all of this is to find ways to enable, encourage and gather people for 

the areas of service this congregation offers. I am pretty sure that there at least a few people who desire 

to be a part of “something” but have not felt invited or have not found just the right thing. Many of us 

are probably feeling so busy with the things of everyday life that to add just one more thing may push 

us over the edge. Many more may not feel competent or energetic or available enough to adequately 

participate in leadership roles or even as supports for the various pieces of our mission work. Maybe you 

are in this boat. I want to remind you (you likely already know…) that so many of the faithful servants of 

God from the Bible also knew themselves to be in very similar circumstances to what you are in right 

now. It is those people through whom God acted to get things accomplished, in spite of their hesitancies, 

inadequacies and inabilities. You have all the tools, resources, skills, time, wisdom and abilities to 

abundantly accomplish all that God has in mind for you. 
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Easy to say. Much more difficult to live out. 

 

One of the areas that I have felt inadequate in accomplishing is making more simple connections with 

people. I tend to interact only with those people who I see on a Sunday morning or who call or come 

into the office. Don’t get me wrong, that in itself keeps me busy with all the administrative and planning/

preparing things that need to be done. But I have a desire to make a point of a more deliberate 

approach to making contact with people in the congregation. 

 

Right now, Bev and I send a weekly letter to five households each week. We pray for those people each 

Sunday morning. I’ve been feeling that a letter, while good, is not quite what “could be”. I would like to 

make even a simple phone call with each household, five of them each week. I had started doing this 

some time ago, but something has blocked that from continuing. I am asking you to pray to God to clear 

that blockage or to give me solid reasons why that blockage should remain and point me in a direction 

God would rather me go in. Please pray. Another thing that may be helpful is that when you receive this 

letter from us, to call us – either Bev or I - whoever you feel most comfortable with. 

 

I hope in these conversations (that might turn into a more substantial visit) we may together discover 

what task or part God has for you in the mission we hold together as members of Messiah Lutheran 

Church. 

 

In this next year I look forward to: 

- welcoming our long awaited Refugee family from Eritrea  

- expanding our web based ministry to share Jesus in that way  

- studying scripture alongside you 

- discussing current areas of concern or interest in the light of the gospel  

- worshiping with you regularly on Sunday mornings 

- serving with you on committees or groups or just in serving others 

- praying and giving thanks to God for you 

- discerning what God desires for us (those things we continue and things for us to branch into in 

new ways) 

 

In this next year may we continue to “Share Jesus Christ with all people”. Starting with those closest to 

us and expanding further into our community and into the world. We certainly will need God’s help in all 

of that. 

 

Thanks be to God for all he has done in you, is doing through you, and will be doing with you! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Calvin Skriver 
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Associate Pastor 

 
This was quite a year of transition as I completed my studies, passed my colloquy and became ordained. 

It felt like a journey that we have all been a part of and so was a celebration of the workings of the Spirit 

in all of our lives. Thank you all for your support as I finished my studies and in helping me to celebrate 

that amazing day! 
   

Dale and I and our family sincerely felt you all undergirding my call…in support and love.  
 

As for the practical side of day to day ministry, I share in the leading and planning of worship as well as 

the preaching. Pastor Calvin and myself have divided up our roles which leaves me also responsible or 

our youth and family ministry and counseling. I am therefore responsible for the teaching of our 

confirmation students, overseeing our youth programs and our church family life programs which 

connects me to the Learning Committee….along with the regular pastoral moments that arise. We share 

equally in marriages, funerals and other pastoral duties. 
 

One family life activity that took place in June was the Hastings Lake Retreat. This has been attended 

generally by about 30 – 50 people of all ages. It has been a wonderful multigenerational activity and 

very much appreciated by those who attended. We are not scheduled to have this retreat this year. 
 

I have been a part of a synod missional group which has helped me, along with my colleagues, to focus 

on what it truly means to be a spiritual leader as well as a first call program which supports people in 

their first years of ordained ministry. 
 

I continue to be a part of the healing ministry in our church and as a part of outreach of this church 

through some counseling and pastoral care and also the pastoral care of our own members. It is an 

honor to journey with people in difficult moments as well as in the celebrations.  
 

In spite of all the transitions, this year has been pretty much “ministry as usual” although there is 

usually nothing very “usual” about journeying with the Spirit of God with God’s people. There are those 

ordinary moments that as we move from season to season are pretty much like they usually are.  Then 

there are also the continual moments of surprise as evidence of God’s love shows up in our midst in 

subtle and in mysterious ways as well as miraculous ways. I have sensed this and seen the Holy Spirit 

working in each one of you, in our life in ministry together and in the life of this whole church.  

 

I sense God’s Spirit alive and well in our midst within each one of you, within those we share in ministry 

with ecumenically and in the world.  
 

I see the workings of the Spirit in the way you all show love to one another in this church.  
 

I sense God’s presence as prayer is so faithfully offered and then answered by the one who is always 

and ever listening. 
 

I sense the Spirit as we study God’s Word and listen to the things of the Spirit. We are being fed and 

nurtured through those moments and in the bread and the wine. 
 

I hear the Spirit as we sing together and as our choir sings and our worship leaders lead and sing. We 

worship together and the Spirit of God is felt among us. 
 

There are those moments of Divine appointment where we are urged to pray or meet one another at 

just the right time and become aware that we are ever guided by the Spirit of the Living God. 
 

And there are those moments of gathering together at the end of life and to bury our loved ones as we 

cry with one another, pray together and sing.  
 

Then equally important those moments where we celebrate the marriage of our couples, anniversaries, 

special milestones and the baptisms of our people young and old.  
 

Thinking forward…I have found our time of Bible study to be rich and think more and more time 

gathering in the Word will be important for our spiritual growth. 
 

I also believe that God calls us into prayer for one another and so gathering for prayer is also very 

important. 
 

These are the sacred moments of ministry and of being together as a church family. 
 

I am honored to be called to be a part of these sacred times in our midst, to be a part of your lives and 

in the lives of those in our community. 
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I see God working in how each one of you is so willing to serve and give of yourselves to share Jesus 

Christ with all people. 
 

And so I am encouraged, as I see over and over again the evidence of God working in each of us, 

growing his church from the inside out as we become more and more open to following our Lord and 

listening to his loving guidance. The Spirit of the Living God is indeed here with us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Bev Swanson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF REPORTS 
 

Audio-Video Ministry Coordinator 

 
"Grace and peace to you all through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."  

 

High Definition!  

 

It’s been like a year of seeing a vision come to reality and now in high definition! As many of you know 

our new television ministry equipment is in full effect and this means that we now share our services 

with not only the Camrose community, but the world. 

 

This vision would not have been possible without your prayerful and financial support. Thank you. 

 

I want to also thank the Support Committee for their tireless efforts to make this a reality, and Dale 

Swanson for all the facilitating to translate vision into tele-vision. 

 

I also want to extend my gratitude to the volunteers that help in the booth Sunday after Sunday. 

Their skillful and faithful service turns the equipment that we now have into effective tools that help us 

“Share Jesus Christ with all People” around the world each and every Sunday.  

 

I am blessed in serving Messiah as an Audio Video Coordinator. Every week is a celebration in 

community where we gather to share our stories and bear witness to Christ in our lives.  

 

If you are curious about what we do each Sunday, come on up to the balcony and you can watch us in 

action. I am also happy to show you how the various systems work after the service. It may strike you 

in that moment who might enjoy serving in this way. Maybe even you. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lowell Dahlman 

Audio-Video Ministry Coordinator 
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Music Minstry Coordinator 

 
This year has seen some changes in the music program at Messiah. The choir has doubled in size from a 

few years ago. It has been so much fun to work with them all, to see them grow in their musical 

knowledge and to try new styles of music. They, along with the Sunday School and other musical groups 

at Messiah, put on a Christmas and Spring service. They also did some special music for the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation. 

 

The handbells worked on some challenging songs this year also. They have also grown a lot in their 

musical skills. Thank you to the men who help them put the tables back every Sunday we play. It is 

much appreciated! 

 

We have started a new folk liturgy with a worship band. It is good to have a worship band back again. 

Soon, there will be a new crop of kids ready to lead worship. The youth girls have been doing a fabulous 

job of leading worship when their busy schedules allow them to. We also have an adult worship band 

going and hope to use them more in the coming year. 

 

As many of you know, I am involved with many groups outside the church. I am constantly amazed at 

how this has become part of my outreach ministry. Even small things like having my piano students play 

in the Sanctuary prompts questions from them as to the colors of the banner or why we have a camel 

and donkey at the front or what all the butterflies are for. It has opened many conversations about God 

and his community here. 

 

Another part of my outreach is having the About Time Production kids rehearse here. For some, this is 

the only time that they will be in a church. It can also be one of the few times where they are confronted 

with Christian values and morals. The way that I run rehearsals is different because of who I am as a 

child of God and some of them have commented on that. 

 

Kuimba is a new vocal ensemble this year. It was started because of a need from high school students 

for a high quality and challenging vocal experience. They have done so well this year, earning the 

community music trophy at Music Festival and being recommended to Provincials. We plan to continue 

the group next year and open it up to university age students also. In the fall, I took the group on a 

'church crawl' to sing their songs to a number of churches in the area. It was a good experience for the 

choristers to see what other churches are up to and for the churches to see their kids working and 

sharing together. 

 

Thank you to all of you who have participated in enriching the musical life of Messiah. It has been a joy 

to work with each and every one of you and I hope to see you all in the fall! 

 

For those of you who have been twitching inside, we would love to see you in the fall. There is always 

room for more! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tova Olson 

Music Ministry Coordinator 
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Pastoral Acts 2017 
 
 

Baptisms (5) 

Aven Wren, Jack Kowalczyk, Zoey Kowalczyk, Alec Skriver, Harvey Gjesdal 
 

 
Confirmation (0) 

 

 
New Members (6) 

Leann Reinhart, Amara Onyia, Douglas Hawkins, Annette Hawkins, Donny Loewen, 
Shirley Loewen 

 
 

Transfers In (5) 
Mark Gjesdal, Harry Brosius, Susan Brosius, Karlee Brosius, Emily Brosius 

 
 

Membership Withdrawn (9) 
David Andersson, Noelle Andersson, Maxim Andersson, Andie Andersson; 

Ryan Pearson, Dionne Pearson, Avangeline Pearson, Brynne Pearson, Scarlett Pearson 
 

 

Marriages (5) 
Jayla Brewer & Steven Lindberg, Melissa Faucher & Brandon McGuigan, 

Randi Odgers & Mathew Kobsar, Anna Haugen & Harry Tribble, 
Bailey Sereda & Lucas Zetsen 

 
 

Funerals (16) 
* non-member 

Milton Rude, Brian Rasmussen*, Christal Lentz*, Leroy Simms, Joyce Sutherland*, 
Donna Strandquist, Orlando Olson, Thelma Olsen, Norman Henderson*, 

Blaine Ramstad, Joyce Meadahl, Irmgard Andersen, Doris Nelson, Irene Sjolie, 
Gordon Lindseth, Evelyn Parsons 
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Council Report June 2017 to May 2018 

 
1 Corinthians 1: 4 -5 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched by him in all speech 

and knowledge …….7. so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, 

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Members of the Church Council, and their lengths of service are: 

 
 

We have 8 regular Council meetings per year, no meetings in July, August or December. Our meetings 

were held on the third Tuesday of the month at 4 PM. Our Advisors have been Pastor Bev Swanson and 

Pastor Calvin Skriver, one of whom has always attended. Devotional leadership at each meeting was 

shared among the Council members, Bev Swanson and Calvin Skriver. We started each meeting with 

devotions and a time of sharing followed by prayer. Meetings were closed with prayer. 

Messiah Council Accomplishments 2017 - 2018 

We again had, instead of the Annual Planning Meeting held in September, a social/planning meeting with 

Council and the Committee Chairs, this year at the home of David and Lois Larson. We had a time of 

sharing, devotion and prayer then had a session when our “dreams” for Messiah were discussed. We 

reaffirmed our goals for the year: encouraging spiritual growth, encouraging members to expand the 

number and depth of their relationships both within and outside of Messiah.  

 

We dealt with several projects with the Committees. The year started with the Call of Bev Swanson as a 

Second Ordained Pastor and then her ordination. The TV Ministry upgrade continued throughout the year 

and is now complete with the streaming of high definition services both live on Eastlink and through 

YouTube on demand.  If you have not done so, I urge you to go to the new Messiah Website and view a 

service, it is a major change in our ministry for members and the community. The Refugee Centre was 

established at Messiah and Messiah members along with other members of the community provided 

many new services to refugees exhibiting Christ’s love to our neighbours. The new Church Directory 

should be available shortly. New chairs were ordered for the Basement Auditorium for which Messiah 

Lutheran Women are raising the funds.  

 

Council appointed delegates to the Area Gathering in October 2017(David and Darlene Dahle and our 

pastors), the upcoming Synod Convention at Augustana in June (David Dahle and our pastors) and 

confirming of our candidate for the National Convention next year (Calvin Skriver). The Celebration of 

the Reformation occurred in October, we struggled with but did not produce a commemorative.  We 

approved the policy changes to The Ministry with Seniors, the Funeral Policy (food services and catering) 

and “Offering Counting on Non-Communion Sundays”. The Insurance Lawsuit Discovery interviews were 

held. There has been no progress since then.  

 

 

 

Member Position Length of Service Future 

Odell Olson President Second  year of a two-year term New 2-year term 

Gail Stolee Vice-President First year of a two-year term Will continue for 2nd year 

Jonathan Hawkins Secretary First year of a two-year term Will continue for 2nd year 

Ivar Saugen Treasurer Second year of a two-year term New 2-year term 

Art Pfeiffer Member at Large Second year of a two-year term Leaving Council 

Darlene Dahle Member at Large First year of a two-year term Will continue for 2nd year 

Dave Larson Member at Large Second year of a two-year term New 2-year term 

Carolyn Andersen Member at Large First year of a two-year term Will continue for 2nd year 

Sharon Gilbertson Member at Large Second year of a two-year term Leaving Council 
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The Treasurer, Ivar Saugen worked with the Bookkeeper and the Senior Pastor to improve financial 

reporting and supervision. The Treasurer also began a review of our investment policy and the 

multiplicity of Special Funds in our Financial Statements—several funds were combined by council, this 

continues. We reviewed at the request of Support how the Budgets are developed. We decided to form a 

group to assist Support and Council in Budget preparation and annual staff compensation. This Group 

will consist of the Treasurer, the Senior Pastor, the Bookkeeper, a member of Support and two members 

of the congregation with training or interest in finances. It will recommend to the Support Committee 

and Council. Jonathan Hawkins, the Council Secretary has a lot of responsibilities at Augustana and with 

his family but has ably carried out the duties of Secretary, with the help of Lori Mokry. We will continue 

to refine the duties of the secretary and the office staff. Gail Stolee has capably held Council Meetings I 

was unable to attend and has chaired the Nominating Committee of Marie and Jim Brager, and Elaine 

Taylor—this committee preforms the major task of obtaining volunteers for Council and the Committees. 

They have again been diligent filling almost all positions. Council Committees and the Liaison Council 

members have formed good relationships to communicate effectively. Thank you to all committee 

members for all the work they have done to continue the mission of Messiah. Thank you to the Pastors 

Bev and Calvin, and our staff who are major tools that mission. 

 

We sent a letter of congratulations to Resurrection Lutheran Brethren Congregation on the dedication of 

their new building and thanked the many volunteers who participate in Messiah’s Ministry. 

  

The Future 

The upcoming year we plan to continue developing changes to how Council governs and manages staff, 

finances and missions. We have asked the committees to review their roles and responsibilities 

according to our policies and bylaws. Issues like “Family Life” and Stewardship are not getting the 

attention needed, some committees are very busy while others struggle with what their mandate. We 

need to increase our encouragement of all volunteers to empower them in Christian Service. We will end 

the year with a deficit and will recommend that the congregation appoint or elect a Stewardship Group 

to decide whether we should have and then carry out a stewardship program. We would like to see 

initiatives on Mental Health in Messiah and the community, an idea spawned by the Synod Conference. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Odell Olson 

President of Messiah Council 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Learning Committee 

 
Members of the Learning Committee were Carol Green, Alice Lindstrand, Cheryl Nester (Chairperson), 

Sharon Ofrim and Dave Stolee (secretary). Our Liaison to Church Council was Sharon Gilbertson. This 

committee met once per month throughout the course of the year. 

 

Our Sunday School Organizing Group met in August to start planning for the upcoming Sunday School 

year. The basic format for Sunday School was not changed as the majority of parents and Sunday 

School teachers have indicated they prefer to have Sunday School during the church service. Three 

classes were offered again this year. An Age 4-5 year old class, a Grade 1-2 class and a Grade 3-6 class. 

Sunday School continued to use the WHIRL curriculum and materials. This year began with Fall of Year B 

in the Revised Common Lectionary. This curriculum and materials has proven to be quite engaging for 

the children and easy to use for the volunteer teachers.  

 

A component of our Sunday School program that we are committed to continuing and hope to develop 

further is student involvement in worship and fellowship ‘upstairs’! Sunday School children participated 

in Reformation Sunday, Christmas (Chorister Concert) Sunday and during the service on Mother’s Day. 

Thank you to our pastors and to Tova for finding ways for us to be involved in these worship services 

and other special ways. Our hope is to get the children involved and visible, not just in worship but in 

serving as well. We have several ideas for making this happen but welcome suggestions from the 

congregation members too. 

 

There are many wonderful people to thank – some who have been involved in Sunday School for years 

and some who are newly on board. We were thrilled when Emma Gjesdal and Lori Skriver agreed to 

become the song leaders for our Opening/Gathering time. A ukulele, a guitar and two very fun and 

talented gals made for a delightful start to every Sunday School session! Loretta Foshaug continued to 

serve as our Registrar and this year took on the not so simple role of Curriculum and Materials 

Coordinator. Thank you Loretta! Thanks to Carol Haugen who is clearly a very busy person but continued 

to be involved in Sunday School and this year coordinated our teacher schedule. Students and teachers 

enjoyed a snack on Sunday mornings. Thank you snack providers! A huge thank you is owed to our 

volunteer Sunday School teachers. This year the list included: Darlene Dahle, Deanna Didriksen, 

Stephanie Enright, Emma Gjesdal, Michelle Kennedy-Hawkins, Kelly Moseson and Cheryl Nester. And 

finally, the Learning Committee would like to especially acknowledge and thank Michelle Kennedy-

Hawkins who somehow (because it was needed) ended up being the Sunday School Program Coordinator 

and Communications Coordinator. Michelle’s dedication to our Sunday School program is invaluable and 

appreciated! 

 

We would like to thank Helen Sather who has continued in her role as Splash Coordinator. Helen does 

the record keeping and necessary ordering of the Splash newsletter that is sent to parents of children 

baptized at Messiah. (More information in Helen’s report that follows). 

 

Once again we thank Nora Gilbertson and her crew of Jane Arial, Cindy Bentley, Audrey Davis and Joanie 

Zimmer for their continued commitment to the Friendship Club. The Learning Committee recognized the 

need to recruit more volunteers for this important ministry when Nora indicated a desire to ‘retire’. Nora 

has taught this class for close to 30 years! Our Friendship Club exists largely due to her initiative, her 

dedication and the love she has for her class members. Please don’t hesitate to talk to Nora or a 

member of the Learning Committee if you are interested in being part of this valued ministry. 

 

Pastor Bev, along with her husband Dale, once again took on leadership roles in working with our youth. 

Bev and Dale graciously opened their home for many of the youth get togethers. Approximately 9-10 

youth met occasionally for a variety of activities, bible study, discussion and prayer. This group of young 

people are extremely busy with other activities and it has been challenging to schedule Church Youth 

Group into the mix. Future plans include a 4-week DVD study called “Not a Fan” and attendance (joining 

youth from City Lights Church) by one or two of our youth at YC in May. A new development is the 

creation of a Junior Youth group. This group of 6 enthusiastic youth and their parents met with Pastor  
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Bev at the Kennedy-Hawkins home and decided they wanted to form a Junior Youth Group for preteens, 

ages 10-12. They have gotten together 3 times. Exciting! Thank you, thank you, Bev and Dale! 

 

Thirteen young people took part in Confirmation studies this year with guidance and instruction from 

Pastor Bev Swanson and Pastor Deborah Ann Taylor from Bethel Lutheran Church. Students would likely 

report that a Confirmation highlight was their retreat at Camp Kuriakos. Eight Messiah youngsters were 

confirmed on May 27, 2018. 

 

Once again, several Messiah families got together for social activities. Two successful gatherings were 

the Multigenerational Christmas Party and the Easter Egg Painting Party. Thank you, Pastor Bev for 

spearheading these worthwhile events. 

 

Thank you to Shellie Carson and Loya Steinwandt who have capably maintained our church library once 

again this year. Your continued service is appreciated. 

 

Men’s Bible Study met on Saturday mornings at 8:45 in the Basement Lounge. The Lessons for Sunday 

were the focus of study and discussion. On average, 7 men were in attendance and took turns leading 

the study. 

 

Another group that met weekly is Lectio Divina. This is a contemplative and meditative study of the 

Word open to any and all. Lectio (Journeying Through Prayer) took place on Mondays at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Basement Lounge.  

 

One of the ways the Learning Committee promotes adult learning is through Sunday Adult Class. We 

began this year’s Adult Class with a series of DVD presentations called Animate – Faith at a Glance. 

Thanks to Pastor Calvin for getting us off to such a good start this year by facilitating these sessions. 

 

A very big thank you to the many who contributed to our Sunday Adult Class. A variety of interesting 

and inspiring presentations were made by members of our faith community here at Messiah. Other 

presenters included people from our local community as well as guests from outside the Camrose area. 

Thank you to the following people who willingly shared personal ‘stories’ of faith on our Christmas panel: 

Lloyd Olson, Charlene Brown, Emma Skriver, Joanne Myrehaug, Leroy Johnson, Helen Sather and Leann 

Reinhart. Other presenters included Geoff Dipple, Pastor Bev, Pastor Calvin, Dr. Joy Berg, Rena 

Christianson, Feisal Kirumira and Jane Sedalia-Kirumira, the Friendship Club, Ruth Jensen, Jane Arial 

and Nora Gilbertson. Thanks to all! 

 

Another adult learning opportunity took place when Pastor Bev offered to teach a Bible Study on the 

Book of Philippians. This interesting 4-week study took place on Wednesday evenings, April 25 - May 16. 

Pastor Bev, thank you. 

 

The Learning Committee is committed to “…assisting the congregation in realizing its nature and mission 

in the area of learning…” and so we value feedback from the congregation. We welcome your comments 

and suggestions. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Nester 

Chairperson of the Learning Committee 
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Splash Program 

The SPLASH Birth to Three Faith Formation program is divided into three levels: 1-12 months, 13-24 

months, and 25-36 months. Each level contains twelve monthly newsletters as well as a music CD, 

ranging from lullabies for the early years to singable Sunday songs for older children. 

 

Page 1 of the monthly newsletter contains a thought-provoking article which connects faith to findings in 

such areas as medicine, finance, theology, and psychology. On the inside pages are a familiar Bible story 

with related activities, family devotions to encourage faith and communication among family members, 

suggestions on teaching children to pray, and ways to encourage children to make connections to 

worship events and people. There are ideas for making family meals a time for sharing fun, faith, and 

food together, and suggestions for a fun activity to do together. “Family Kin-nection” helps connect the 

child to grandparents, older siblings, and new babies in the family. The back page features “Words 

Around the World”, where a chosen English word is introduced in five other varied languages. 

 

Currently, there are nine families receiving monthly newsletters. In 2018, we also have recognized or 

will be recognizing five one-year baptismal anniversaries, seven second-year anniversaries, and eleven 

third-year anniversaries. Parents receive a letter with suggestions of things to do at home, as well as 

what programs Messiah has to help them and their child feel welcome at worship. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helen Sather 

Splash Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

Service Committee 

 
Just as you did it to one of the least of these...you did it to me. (Matthew 24:40) 

Members of the 2017-18 Service Committee were: Rod MacInnis (chairperson), Perry Schulmeister 

(secretary), Yvonne Myrehaug, Carol Cherry, and Donny Loewen. Our council liaison was Art Pfeiffer, 

and pastoral representative was Pastor Calvin Skriver. 

 

Main Purpose: To assist the Congregation in realizing its nature and mission in the area of service as 

defined in the Constitution: Article 3, Section 5. 

 

Areas of Service: 
 

Within Messiah: The service committee seeks to affirm and promote activities in a general way. The 

main affirmation took place on Sunday April 15, 2018 when volunteers were thanked at the end of 

service by Pastor Calvin Skriver and with the serving of a volunteer appreciation cake at coffee 

fellowship. Odell Olsen addressed volunteers while cake was being served and acknowledged the 

numbers of volunteers we have at Messiah. The Service Committee thanks all those who volunteer in 

many capacities within Messiah.  

 

In the Community: As per its mandate in the Bylaws, the Service Committee affirms and supports 

specific activities by Messiah members in the community both locally and internationally: 
 

 Canadian Mental Health Association: On Sunday February 4, 2018  Mona Lamoureux outlined 

 the Canadian Mental Health  program and its mandate to provide supports to individuals and 

 families experiencing the impact of mental health issues.  
 

 Camrose City Police: On Sunday February 11, 2018 Constable Bauer presented on fraud 

 awareness.  
 

 Family Violence: On Sunday February 25, 2018 Pastor Bev Swanson presented on family 

 violence. 

 

 Martha’s Table: For two months each year (May and September, one day per week) about 30 
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 Messiah members take turns at preparing and serving noon meals at St.Andrew’s and the United 

 Church. Thank you to Elaine Taylor and Lavona Broen for coordinating this activity. 

 

 Meals on Wheels: Continues to be a valued service in the Camrose community delivering hot 

 meals to numerous residents of Camrose. Thank you to Ray Blacklock for coordinating this 

 service for Messiah 

 

 Neighbor Aid: Continues to be a valued resource in the community providing food hampers to 

 many in need. Thank you to Karen Hansen for being Messiah’s liaison with Neighbor Aid. 

 

 CLWR: Continues to do much needed service for the world. Thank you Marilyn Hoveland for 

 coordinating CLWR at Messiah.  

 

Other Service Committee Activities:  

As with other Messiah groups we prepared and served lunch following worship September 10, 2017.  

 

We continued to discuss and struggle with the issue of homelessness in Camrose and have entered into 

discussion with the City of Camrose and Camrose and District Support Services. An ongoing agenda item 

will be Affordable Housing in Camrose. 

 

In March 2018 it was discussed at the Service Committee to recommend support to Neighbor Aid be 

increased to 2,000.00 per year and submitted motion to Council. 

 

Once again, thank you to all the members of Messiah who assist in sharing Jesus Christ with All People.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rod MacInnis 

Service Committee Chairperson 

 
 

 
 

Support Committee 
 
Ron Foshaug, Chair; Lois Larson, Secretary; David Larson, Council rep 

Members: Milt Gilbertson, Don Myrehaug, Gordon Myrehaug, Dale Swanson 

 

Repairs and capital expenditures have been done as needed to keep MLC and its projects functioning 

throughout the year. This year the major work by the committee targeted Messiah’s shut-in ministry and 

now Messiah has a superior TV ministry.  

 

Other committee work this year has included: 

 

Resealing the crack between the west sidewalk and sanctuary 

Replacing carpet on the stairs to the balcony 

New taller and more water efficient toilets in various washrooms 

Installed projector for back wall projection in the sanctuary 

Upgraded the lighting in the front of the sanctuary 

Chose stacking chairs for basement auditorium and corresponding fundraising 

Obtained 2 lecterns, 100 place settings of dishes, offering plates and security cameras from a church 

 closure 

Upgraded security cameras 

Installed public WiFi in all areas of the church 

Set up the refugee center office 

Improved the heating in the Fellowship Centre 
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The Committee wishes to thank all those who have helped us accomplish our mandate. Special thanks to 

the congregation for the financial support for updating the TV ministry. Thanks also to the snow 

shovelers, the Wednesday workers, Bev, Calvin and the MLC office staff, MLW for continuing to serve our 

congregation is so many ways, Ruth Jensen for editing the Messenger, Doreen Brewer for going above 

and beyond, the custodians, Carolyn and Lloyd Olson, for their great care of our building, Loretta 

Foshaug for scheduling, Tova Olson for keeping our instruments in good repair, Sheila Becker for 

keeping all our finances in order, Lowell Dahlman and all those who worked on our audio visual needs, 

and Carvel Skaret, Rod MacInnis, John Harder and Bernie Williams who diligently open and lock up our 

building. Thank you! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lois Larson, Secretary 

 

Support Committee Priorities for 2018 and Beyond: 

Sanctuary north door main entrance roof - $500-5,000 

Cement sidewalk and pad at north entrance door (has sunk several inches) - $20,000 

Replace flooring in an office and basement hall - $2,000-5,000 

Completion of link door opening system - $1,000-2,000 

Flooring in the music office 

Sanctuary roof (good for 8-10 years) - $30,00-50,000 

Speakers for sanctuary area - $15,000 

Sanctuary lighting fixture repair and/or replacement - $500-5,000 each 

Repaving parking stalls on west side of sanctuary - $20,000-30,000 

Second floor elevator - $80,000-250,000 

 
 

 
Witnessing Committee 

 
Our committee is made up of the following faithful members: Erhard Pinno, Shirley Loewen, Mary Ellen 

Eriksson, Carolyn Andersen (Council Rep), Cecelia Watts (Chair), and a special thanks to Vincent 

Eriksson who answered our plea for a secretary and joined our committee. Also thanks to Pastor Calvin 

who attends our meetings and adds so much to them. We have a great dedicated team who take very 

seriously our mandate to Share Jesus Christ with All People. 

 

Also we have several groups who have their own special tasks to perform to reach out to others. The 

World Mission Group continues to pray for and inform us of the work being done in the near and far 

corners of the earth. The Refugee Support Group and Refugee Centre work tirelessly to make our 

refugees feel welcome in their new home. Also, we have a new group called the Holy Strollers. This is a 

group of mothers with young children who meet to have fellowship and fun with each other. We are so 

blessed to have these groups in our congregation. 

 

This is also the year for our new pictorial directory. We have been working with a company called IPC 

who took pictures and are just completing the books at this time. (They may be complete by the time of 

the annual meeting). A very special thanks to Doreen Brewer for her assistance and expertise. It would 

not have been possible without her. 

 

Our committee is often referred to as the hospitality committee. We oversee the planning for Lunchfest 

and potlucks 9 months of the year. A big thanks to Elaine Schultz for making up the schedule for coffee 

fellowship every Sunday after service. These are times when we can enjoy fellowship with members and 

friends. Each Christmas the Friendship Club has re-enacted the Nativity for us, and we serve coffee and 

goodies. This special class gives us so much joy as we hear the story once more. 

 

In the summer months we have an informal coffee time on Wednesdays out on the lawn or in the 

Fellowship Centre. One more way we have the opportunity to make others feel welcome. Also we have 

someone who greets people every Sunday at the Welcome Centre. 
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Another way we reach out to the community is by serving cookies, coffee and juice to those attending 

the annual parade. A huge thanks to those who so generously supply us with cookies. We even have 

left-overs to serve with coffee to the Friendship Club every Sunday after their class. 

 

All of these things are physical means of showing that we care. We also visit or call  members who have 

full mailboxes to welcome them back to fellowship. Also we visit our older visitors who cannot come to 

church any more. We bring them the Sunday bulletins so they can catch up on what is going on, and 

follow along with the service on TV. 

 

As always we must say goodbye to members of our committee. This year we are so thankful for the 

years that Mary Ellen and Vincent Eriksson were active on our committee. We look forward to continue 

to have fellowship with them, and we encourage some of you to consider taking their place. It is with joy 

and gratitude to God we go forward. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cecelia Watts 

Chairperson 

 

World Mission Group 

 

Sharing Jesus Christ, Cross Culturally, with all People 
Annual Report to the Witnessing Committee, May, 2018 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

                    

Existing for the purpose of keeping before the congregation Jesus’ command to go into all the world with 

the Gospel, the World Mission Group normally met on the second Monday of each month to study, pray, 

plan action, and have fellowship. 

 

The Biblical basis for our opening study and meditation was drawn from several books of the Bible, and 

from related publications, usually with a mission outreach theme. 

  

Although our most important activity is regularly praying for missionaries, the Group also directed its 

energies to other activities: 

 

1. Messiah’s most specific connection with a missionary is to Rev. Brian Rude who is serving in his 30th 

year in El Salvador among marginalized people.  

 

Rev. Rude is a full-time missionary of the Alberta Synod. All support of Rev. Rude is through designated 

givings from Alberta Synod members, and from people in other Synods. People in other synods may 

send their support directly to the Alberta Synod. For the period 1 May, 2017 through 30 April, 2018, 

individuals in Messiah, MLW, and a bequest, contributed approximately $7,000 toward the goal of 

$10,000. Special thanks to contributors to “In Mission with El Salvador,” and through it to the ministry of 

Rev. Rude. The Synod and Rev. Rude have sent letters of appreciation to Messiah for its support.  

 

It is anticipated that the Rev. Brian Rude will be back in Canada to attend the Synod Convention in June, 

after which we are planning an opportunity for him to share at Messiah an up-dated description of his 

ministry under “In Mission with El Salvador.” 

 

2. In its 23rd Anniversary of organizing World Mission Months, the Group chose the theme, “Jesus said 

‘Go!’ But what does that mean today??” for January, 2018. The sessions attracted between 20 and 45 

people to the adult classes in the basement auditorium. The featured speakers and their topics were: on 

January 7th, Charles and Anita Jackson, the new Director of World Mission Prayer League: they spoke of 

their mission experiences in Kenya and Mongolia, as well as pointing to the future of WMPL; on January 

14, Yvonne Myrehaug, on behalf of the Refugee Support Group introduced Tigist Dafla from Edmonton 

who helped us to appreciate more fully the ways in which we can be more effective in our relationships 

with refugees in our midst; January 21, under the leadership of Kelsey Mailer, the four “Impact” teams 
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from CLBI shared their hopes and apprehensions as they prepared to set off on their cross-cultural 

assignments; January 28, Connie Landstrom challenged us to pursue with vigour the call we all have to 

proclaim Christ in word and deed locally and cross-culturally. 

 

The Group acknowledges with appreciation the inclusion in the prayers on Sunday morning of the World 

Mission Month activities. Further, the cooperation of the Messenger editor in providing good publicity for 

the Month is also acknowledged and appreciated.       

 

3. The Group, the congregation through the Messenger, and some individuals, have been prayerfully 

supporting the Watts family in Burundi in their medical and administrative capacities. Some 

congregational members have contributed financially to their support. On June 11, George Watts gave 

the sermon based on portions of Matthew, Chapters 11 and 28. At Coffee Time that day, both George 

and Susan shared more specific information concerning their responsibilities in Burundi. In appreciation 

for Messiah’s support, the Watts family presented Messiah with a carving of the Good Shepherd with 

sheep at His feet.  

 

4. On Friday, December 5, we hosted an event in the Basement Auditorium for Ryan and Siobhain Cole 

who were in the process at that time of preparing to go to Papua New Guinea under the “Mission 

Aviation Fellowship” banner, he as a pilot, she in a “Ground Staff” role. They travelled to PNG in January. 

The Messenger has been including them for congregational prayer.  

   

5. The Synod of Alberta is in a “Companion” role with the Lutheran Church in Colombia. A group of 

people from the Synod will visit the church there in July, 2018. Faye Oswald from Messiah is among 

those in the group. Our World Mission Group is recommending that a portion, or all, of the interest 

available from the Mission Endowment Fund be sent with the Bishop and Ms. Oswald to Colombia to be 

made available as appropriate for a new project which the church there has identified.  

 

6. The Group gave attention to the “Canada Lutheran” article in the October/November, 2017 edition in 

which “Principles” of Global Mission were identified. The article then went on to show how the Synods 

follow these principles through their “Companion Synod” relationships. Regretfully, we looked in vain in 

the article for the Biblical basis for these Principles.  

    

7. A regular item on our agendas is giving prayerful consideration to one of Messiah’s mission priorities, 

viz. welcoming and helping refugees to settle in Camrose. 

 

8. For promotional purposes, the bulletin board in the Link regularly features world mission issues. The 

Messenger contains regular reports of mission activity, especially from or about Rev. Rude. 

    

We appreciate the support received from the Witnessing Committee as it oversees our 

activities. We are seeking from the Committee a yearly allocation of funds to support these activities.  

 

The Chair acknowledges with appreciation the active participation in the World Mission Group of Vincent 

and Mary Ellen Eriksson, Nora Gilbertson, Doug Hawkins, Erhard Pinno, and Cece Watts. Pastor Calvin’s 

attendance and support have been valuable. 

 

This Group, which is neither appointed nor elected, is open to others who would like to share in its 

activities.  

  

To God be the Glory!  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ray Blacklock 

Chairperson   
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Refugee Support Group 

 

The Refugee Support Group consists of volunteers committed to the support and encouragement of 

refugees sponsored by Messiah. It is one of the ministries of the Witnessing Committee, and is 

accountable through them. It is specifically focused on those who are sponsored by Messiah, unlike the 

Camrose Refugee Centre (more information below) which serves a broader group of newcomers to 

Canada.  

 

Support and encouragement for Jemila Ali her has been the focus of the group for the past year. She 

was welcomed to Canada by members of Messiah on March 23, 2017. We are thankful to Harry and 

Margery Gaede for offering a comfortable suite for her at a rent she could afford, and to the many 

members and friends who assisted with tutoring, transportation, counsel, support and in many other 

ways. Jemila received Canada Immigration support for the first year, and this was approved to continue 

for another year while she continued her education. She progressed well in learning English and adapting 

to life in Canada, but missed the companionship of others from her culture. In April she chose to move 

to Brooks and accept employment there. Messiah’s sponsorship responsibilities have been met, and we 

wish her well. 

 

Weini and Yohannes and their two children are refugees from Eritrea who have been living in Israel. 

They were approved for sponsorship by Messiah two years ago, subject to contributions of at least 

$15,000 to their support. Messiah is presently holding these funds, and we have been unofficially 

advised that they have been approved by Canada Immigration and expect to arrive in Camrose in early 

June 2018. Planning for their arrival is the new focus of the group. 

 

The Camrose Refugee Centre (referenced above) is a continuation of the services begun by the Camrose 

Refugee Coordinating Committee, with participation from St. Francis Catholic Church, Camrose United 

Church and Messiah. It held its grand opening on October 18, 2017. The mission of the Centre is to 

encourage and facilitate the sponsorship and support of refugees in Camrose. The Refugee Centre is 

located at Messiah, and formally operates as one of the ministries of the Witnessing Committee. Erhard 

Pinno serves as chair, and Yvonne Myrehaug has generously taken the role of Coordinator.  

 
Erhard Pinno, who has been the leader and coordinator of the Refugee Support Group is now Chair of 

the Camrose Refugee Centre, and has asked to be relieved of his role as Coordinator of Messiah’s 

Refugee Support Group. Members of the Group thank and admire him for his enthusiasm and leadership 

over many years. 

 

At this time, the Refugee Support Group does not have a coordinator - something that is needed as we 

look forward to the arrival of Weini and Yohannes. 

 

We give thanks to God for the generous support offered in so many ways for the sponsorship and 

support of refugees as they begin their new lives in Canada.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Dave Stolee 

Recorder for the group 
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Camrose Refugee Centre 

 

Advisory Board Members: 

Alan Ford, Levi McCarroll, Joe McMorrow, Tyla Olsen, Yvonne Myrehaug (Volunteer Coordinator), 

Erhard Pinno, Advisor: Pastor Calvin Skriver 

 

This report will outline services provided to refugees over the past year. Some of the services were 

initiated by calls or requests by refugees in the community including Jemila who was currently 

sponsored by Messiah and some initiated by calls or requests from individuals in the community who 

knew of refugees with particular needs. 

 

1. English Tutoring: 

 

A number of individuals from Messiah and the community were involved in assisting with tutoring of 

adults and school age children. In most cases the goal was to assist with basic conversation but there 

was also homework assistance, a class for those studying for citizenship exams and assistance with 

written English and basic spelling. 

 

2. Childcare: 

 

Volunteers (mainly from Messiah) provided childcare for refugees attending English classes and also for 

refugees who were in need of childcare services while attending meetings with government agencies. 

The childcare was a continuation of a program initiated last year and which continued until March of 

2018 when one family had relocated from Camrose and another was able to access subsidized childcare 

through Kids Campus. 

 

3. Transportation: 

 

A number of people assisted with providing transportation in and around Camrose for appointments, 

shopping, and for tutoring. Transportation was also provided for trips to Edmonton from time to time for 

medical appointments, shopping, visiting and events. There were many volunteers from Messiah as well 

as from other congregations including Camrose United Church and Saint Francis Xavier. 

 

4. Vehicles: 

 

Three refugee families needed to purchase vehicles during the past year. Volunteers located suitable 

vehicles and assisted with vehicle checks, purchases and the securing of insurance on the vehicles. 

 

5. Sponsorship Applications: 

 

The Centre has sent applications to Canadian Lutheran World Relief, which is a Sponsorship Agreement 

Holder, for eight individuals seeking refugee status in Canada. All are applications for friends or relatives 

of refugees currently living in our community. We have two churches who have indicated an interest in 

becoming sponsors for some of these individuals should CLWR advise us that applications have been 

approved. Erhard Pinno is seeking other congregations who might be interest in becoming sponsors. 

 

6. Events: 

 

The Centre hosted a Grand Opening event in the fall which included a potluck dinner and a showing of 

the film, The Eritrean Exodus. It was attended by approximately eighty people of which approximately 

thirty-five were refugees. 

 

The Centre also hosted a Canadian Christmas dinner for refugees with all of the food being provided by 

volunteers. Gifts for each of the refugee children were provided by Silent Santa, a joint project of the 

Kinette Club of Camrose and the Christmas Cheer Fund. Our thanks to Chris Olson who made 

arrangements for the Centre to receive gifts to give to the refugee children on that occasion. 

Approximately thirty-five refugees attended that event. 
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Century Meadows Baptist Church approached the Centre about hosting a dinner and indoor soccer event 

for refugees on the Family Day weekend. The Centre extended invitations to the refugees and 

approximately twenty-five refugees attended. They were treated to a lovely meal and a spirited soccer 

game with participants ranging in age from three years to seventy-five years followed by a game of floor 

hockey. We greatly appreciate the wonderful evening provided to the refugee families. 

 

Recently, approximately thirty people attended a nineteenth birthday celebration for Jemila. She was 

delighted with the show of love for her and will have happy memories of the day as she requested that a 

picture be taken of her with each of the guests. A few days after the birthday celebration Jemila received 

a call about possible employment in Brooks and relocated to Brooks shortly thereafter to commence her 

employment there.  

 

7. Representations to Government Agencies: 

 

Some of the refugee families have required assistance in dealing with government agencies and medical 

facilities which has exposed our lack of appropriate resources to effectively assist with certain needs. We 

have partnered with the Multicultural Health Brokers and Action for Healthy Communities Society, both 

from Edmonton, to provide personnel with appropriate language skills and professional experience to 

assist with certain situations. 

 

8. Other: 

 

Other assistance to refugees has included assistance with securing jobs, assistance finding suitable 

rental accommodation, assistance with resumes, assistance with household chores, accompanying 

children to events, invitations to homes for meals, assistance with finding furnishings, assistance with 

filing tax returns, assistance with banking, assistance with replacing stolen documents. This is not an 

all-inclusive list but provides an idea of the broad range of areas where help has been needed. 

 

9. Goals: 

 

A major goal for the upcoming year is to explore how we might establish a working relationship with 

local organizations such as Camrose & District Support Services which could assist us in accessing 

professional expertise in situations where it is needed and also to provide administrative support. 

 

Another goal is to improve our method of identifying and engaging volunteers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Yvonne Myrehaug 

Volunteer Coordinator 
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Worship Committee 
 

Members of the 2017-18 Worship Committee were: David Dahle (chairperson/secretary), Nora 

Gilbertson, Rosanna Hohm, Gail Pfeiffer (vice-chairperson/secretary). The Church Council liaison was 

Darlene Dahle. Pastors Skriver and Swanson met regularly with the committee. 

 

The Committee is thankful for the many individuals who support worship at Messiah. Among these 

individuals is Loretta Foshaug who prepares the lists for communion preparers and servers, lectors, 

greeters, and ushers, and in consultation with Lowell Dahlman has also scheduled audio, video, and 

worship screen technicians for the Sunday TV broadcast. As of April, Rosanna Hohm has taken over the 

responsibilities of scheduling the tech support volunteers. We are thankful for the many volunteers who 

have served as communion preparers and servers (both at Messiah and at the Lodges), lectors, 

greeters, ushers, and audio, video, and worship screen technicians. 

 

Also appreciated is the assistance provided to Pastor Bev by Amara Onyia, Jayla Lindberg, Doreen 

Brewer, Norma Ferguson, Hannah Hasselbohm, and Molly Schulmeister in preparing the sanctuary for 

worship through the changing seasons of the church year. Thanks also to the Wednesday Workers and 

Lloyd Olson who have, on occasion, assisted in banner placement. 

 

We thank Pastor Calvin Skriver, Pastor Bev Swanson and Tova Olson for planning our services, and Kelly 

Moseson who has assisted the pastors in providing the children’s message. 

 

The Committee appreciates the work of Tova Olson who, as principal organist and Music Ministry 

Coordinator, has enhanced our worship experience. Much appreciated are those who have led worship 

through their musical gifts. Also appreciated is the work of Doreen Brewer in preparing the materials 

used in every worship service. 

 

The Committee has also appreciated the creative work of Signe Harder on the various bulletin boards 

which often coordinate with what is happening in worship. 

  

A new, gluten-free communion bread baked by members of the committee for use on the third Sunday 

of the month and on festival Sundays will be introduced in May. Wafers will continue to be made 

available on the Sundays when the bread is served. 

  

The Committee has worked on updating the pew card “Welcome to Worship at Messiah” as well as 

revising the “Usher Guidelines.” 

 

The Committee is planning special recognition for mothers on Mother’s Day (May 13) and for fathers on 

Father’s Day (June 17). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David W. Dahle 

Chairperson 
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Messiah Lutheran Women 
 

God’s blessings abound as close to one hundred women meet monthly to study God’s Word. Our MLW, 

with a Mission statement, “Sharing Jesus Christ with all people through Bible Study and Service,” is 

challenged and blessed as we study the Books of Ruth and Esther. Pastor Calvin leads our Bible Study 

Briefing sessions which inform, guide and inspire each Bible Study Leader. Thank you, Pastor Calvin! 

 

The 2017 MLW Executive: President - Sylvia Espe, Vice President - Marie Brager, Secretary - Carole 

Saugen, Treasurer - Diane Scarisbrick, Project Coordinator - Berniece Sogge, Funeral Lunch Committee 

Coordinator - Marie Brager and Eleanor Kopperud notifies each committee when their services are 

required. 

 

MLW members are keen on using their time and talents to enhance the lives of the needy through 

CLWR. Packing days held in November, 2017 and again in April 2018, filled 42 boxes which included 192 

large quilts, 33 baby quilts, 19 baby bundles plus numerous kits and articles so appreciated by the poor 

and destitute. Money was also generously given to complete further kits plus money for ocean freight. 

Appreciation is expressed to the Kingman ladies who contribute with articles and monetary gifts to these 

shipments. Appreciation is expressed to the many individuals who volunteer their services in this task as 

Mary and Lorne Broen for preparing the boxes for filling, men who assisted - as Ivar Saugen - for giving 

a hand to the packers, the Wednesday Morning Workers for transporting the boxes to Home Hardware 

and to Home Hardware for transporting this shipment to Winnipeg. 

 

The Hasting’s Lake Bible Camp Fund Raiser, held in February, and was enjoyed by over 150 people when 

Potters Clay Quartet blessed us with songs of praise. Appreciation is expressed to neighboring churches 

and our local members for donating their time in baking, serving etc., for this function.  

 

We are appreciative to Karen Hansen for serving as Messiah’s World Day of Prayer Representative for 21 

years. Thank you, Ann Reiten, for now assuming this position for Messiah. 

 

Approximately 120 ladies were blessed to attend our “Our Ladies Day Out” Conference which was held 

on September 30, 2017, when Dr. Joy Berg presented “A Gift of Song: A Continued Reformation 

Experience.” Local members plus women of neighboring congregations were in attendance. We were 

appreciative to a grant given us by “The Women of Faith” fund which covered Conference expenses. Dr. 

Joy rewarded each one of us with memories of a day filled with song and praise for our Lord and Savior. 

 

Our members enjoyed a “Special Fall Tea” when the Willing Workers from Wilhelmina Lutheran Church 

presented their “Service of Light”, a Santa Lucia program, for us. We appreciate the various ministries of 

our neighboring churches.  

 

Our members participate in various projects as purchasing cards for Messiah’s grade 12 graduates and 

members who are confirmed, purchasing Bibles for Grade 3 Sunday School students, organize and 

present the October Thanksgiving program, and even washing church pews!  We say thank you! 

 

Our Treasurer’s report, following on pages 36-37, will inform you of our monetary disbursements.  

We trust that this past year has been a year when we have all grown closer to Christ and to each other. 

May we all seek to “Share Jesus Christ with all people through Bible Study and Service!” 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sylvia Espe 

President 
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Messiah Lutheran Women   
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements  

For The Year Ended December 31, 2017  

   

Receipts   

   
Offerings   10,455.70  

Funeral luncheons  6,700.00  

Thank offering donations  3,030.00  

Cook books sales  90.00  

Grants  2,300.00  

Study guide income  898.25  

Ladies day out program  950.00  

Total Receipts  24,423.95  

   

   

Disbursements   

   
Sharing Gifts  9,517.84  

Kitchen supplies  435.53  

Quilting costs  281.40  

Funeral Luncheon expenses  1,915.76  

Study guide purchases  1,004.06  

Bank Charges  7.00  

Postage & supplies  69.63  

Special events expenses  130.00  

Ladies day out expenses  2,290.63  

Thank offering disbursement  3,030.00  

Total Disbursements  18,681.85  

   
Net receipts over disbursements 5,742.10  

   
Bank balance beginning  5,858.79  

   
Bank balance ending  11,600.89  
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Messiah Lutheran Women  

Sharing Gifts Breakdown 

For The Year Ended December 31, 2017  

  
CLWR-Fort McMurray Wildfire Relief              500.00  

CLWR- Hunger Relief               75.85  

Messiah Lutheran Church- TV ministry           1,100.00  

Alberta Synod ELCIC           1,000.00  

Hastings Lake Bible Camp              800.00  

LAMP              200.00  

The Great Commission Foundation- George Watts              700.00  

Calvin Skriver- DVD player               41.99  

CLBI Scholarship              500.00  

CLWR- We Care Program              500.00  

CLWR- Myanmar emergency relief           1,000.00  

Camrose Hospice Society              500.00  

Augustana Chaplaincy Fund           1,000.00  

Messiah Lutheran Church- Brian Rude              500.00  

Messiah Lutheran Church- Good Samaritan Fund              500.00  

Connie Landstrom              250.00  

Messiah Lutheran Church- Sunday school               100.00  

The Camrose Merry Christmas Fund              250.00  

  
Total sharing gifts            9,517.84  

  

  
Audited by Mary Broen  

Submitted by Diane Scarisbrick- Treasurer Messiah Lutheran 

Church 
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Faith Life Chapter 

 
Throughout the past year Messiah Lutheran Church successfully applied for and received two matching 

grants from Faith Life Financial. The first event was Messiah’s Garage sale held on Thursday, May 25 and 

Friday, May 26, 2017. The approximate amount that was raised was $2800. Messiah’s chapter received 

the maximum grant of $300. The monies raised went towards the congregational retreat held at 

Hastings Bible Camp. The second event was the annual Easter Breakfast held on Easter Sunday (April 

16, 2017). Faith Life sponsored the event and provided the maximum grant of $300. The monies raised 

from this event went towards Messiah’s TV Ministry upgrades. Thank you to all of you who helped out 

with these events and supported them. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

John Person 

 

 

Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp Association 
 

In the 1930’s the Luther Leagues of Provost and Camrose came to the understanding that it would be 

beneficial for the Lutheran youth of this area to have a place to meet, to play games, to study, and 

worship together. This led them to look for land in the Cooking Lake area, and eventually purchasing the 

land that we now know as Hastings Lake Bible Camp, running its first summer program in 1938. Also in 

the 1930’s the congregation of Golden Valley in Viking was operating a small confirmation camp on the 

property of one its members. There is something about being in a different location that allows one to 

step outside of what is normal life and reflect upon life and experience their faith in a new way. In 1938 

Golden Valley chose to support this new camp that was emerging on the shores of Hastings Lake, and 

abandoned the site of the confirmation camp. 

 

It is now 2018. It has been a full eighty years since that first summer of camping. In those eighty years 

some things haven’t changed, the lake is still there and the sunsets remain beautiful but we don’t swim 

in the lake anymore. A combination of reactions to the water and leeches led to the building of the 

swimming pool 1975. Our buildings have changed, so have the songs we sing at campfire, and even the 

games. Throughout those eighty years we have gathered in the name of the triune God, there has been 

adventure, prayer, and study. The summer of 2017 was the most recent chapter added onto that story. 

 

This past summer we had two kids’ camps, a junior youth camp, senior youth camp, adult camp, and 

four family camps with one being designated as a single parent family camp. Almost half of our camps 

are family camps which is an anomaly for Bible Camps in Canada. I attribute the success of these family 

camps to the relaxed afternoons of fellowship while watching children swim in the pool. With that said 

our pool needs repairs desperately, and thankfully through many generous contributions we have raised 

enough money to resurface the pool in the spring of 2018. For the majority of people who come to 

Hastings it is for one week out of a year. This week will be different from any other and yet I have come 

to believe that this one week leaves an imprint on the other fifty-one. Being affirmed as we speak about 

faith openly in this unique environment we are equipped for school, work, and the larger community in 

general. 

 

With regards to the state of our facilities, Solomon’s Lodge continues to impress. Once the pool is 

repaired it will be in pristine shape, the place is beautiful. With that said, some of our facilities that are 

still functional are overdue for replacement. Hastings Camp enthusiasts are invited to join the “80 for 80 

Club”, a capital campaign inspired by a recent generous $50,000 donation and promise of a second 

$50,000. However, to make this come true the Camp must raise $150,000 by the end of 2019, for a 

total of $250,000. The campaign coincides with the 80th Anniversary of Hastings Lake Bible Camp. 

Donations can be made via monthly post-dated cheques or online at www.hastingslake.com . The Camp 

Association thanks congregations and individuals for their continued support in prayer for this unique 

ministry. Please continue in your prayers for our volunteers, campers, and staff. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Erik Sorenson 

Chair of the Board, Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp Association 
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Statistics 

 January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 

Members Received Baptized  Confirmed 

 

By Child Baptism 5   

By Adult Baptism 0    

By Affirmation of faith,  

     transfer, or from          

     non-Lutheran 8         

 

Total New Members Received 13  

 

Baptized Members Confirmed  0 

 

Members Removed Baptized Confirmed 

 

By Death 16   

By Transfer 9  

By Request and to Responsibility List 6  

 

Total Members Removed 31  

   

Baptized Confirmed 

 

Membership Dec. 31, 2016 603  484 

Membership Dec. 31, 2017 591  474 

 

Active Members 211   

Adherent list (active but not members) 64   

Responsibility List 644   

 

 

Households  ...........................................................................  318 

 

 

Services 

Total number of Sunday Worship Services (a.m. & p.m.) ................ 54 

Total number of Weekday Worship Services ...................................  5 

Total number of Services with Holy Communion  ..........................   29 

Average Sunday worship attendance  ......................................... 161 
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2018 Report of the Nominating Committee 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church 

Council 
Nominated to Serve 

until June 2019 
Nominated to Serve 

a One-Year Term, 

2018-2019 

Nominated to Serve 

a Two-Year Term, 

2018-2020 
President     Odell Olson 

Vice-President Gail Stolee     

Secretary Jonathan Hawkins     

Treasurer     Ivar Saugen 

Member at Large     Dave Larson (support) 

Member at Large     Chris Hohm (service) 

Member at Large     Donny Loewen

(learning) 

Member at Large Darlene Dahle 

(worship)     

Member at Large Carolyn Andersen 

(witnessing)     

Learning 

Committee 
Nominated to Serve 

until June 2019 
Nominated to Serve 

a One-Year Term, 

2018-2019 

Nominated to Serve 

a Two-Year Term, 

2018-2020 
  Cheryl Nester     

Carol Green     

Dave Stolee     

    Helga Jensen 

    Maria Skriver 

    Dianne  Nigh 

Service 

Committee 
Nominated to Serve 

until June 2019 
Nominated to Serve 

a One-Year Term, 

2018-2019 

Nominated to Serve 

a Two-Year Term, 

2018-2020 
      Norma Ferguson 

Rod MacInnis     

Perry Schulmeister     

Yvonne Myrehaug     

    Sharon Gilbertson 

    Daniel Hasselbohm 
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Thank you to those who have agreed to serve on Council or on a Committee and to those who gave the 

question their careful consideration. Our Council and Committees serve a vital role in Messiah’s Ministry. 

They strive to guide our faithful witness to the Gospel. 

 

Respectfully submitted by the Nominating Committee, 

Gail Stolee, Vice-President and Chair of the Nominating Committee; 

Marie Brager, Jim Brager, Elaine Taylor 

 
 

Support 

Committee 
Nominated to Serve 

until June 2019 
Nominated to Serve 

a One-Year Term, 

2018-2019 

Nominated to Serve 

a Two-Year Term, 

2018-2020 
      Gord Myrehaug 

    Don Myrehaug 

    Milt Gilbertson 

Dale Swanson     

Lois Larson     

Ron Foshaug     
      Don Saltvold 

Witnessing 

Committee 
Nominated to Serve 

until June 2019 
Nominated to Serve 

a One-Year Term, 

2018-2019 

Nominated to Serve 

a Two-Year Term, 

2018-2020 
  Erhard Pinno     

    Cecelia Watts 

    Leann Reinhart 

    Shirley Loewen 

    Letha Saltvold 

      

Worship 

Committee 
Nominated to Serve 

until June 2019 
Nominated to Serve 

a One-Year Term, 

2018-2019 

Nominated to Serve 

a Two-Year Term, 

2018-2020 
  David Dahle     

Lori Skriver     

  Gail Pfeiffer   

    Rosanna Hohm 

    Emma Gjesdahl 
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Treasurer’s Report 2018 

 
Messiah members have given generously and much has been accomplished in 2017-18 even though the 

financial statement shows a negative income. The TV ministry up grades purchased, installed, and for 

the most part, paid for from Support Committee special appeal. Secondly, replacement chairs for the 

Basement Auditorium appeal raised sufficient funds to cover half the cost, remaining funds coming 

designated funds in Capital Project. Thirdly, while funds mentioned above are also included in designated 

funds, the total income for designated funds exceeds $60,000. Some designated funds are under the 

watchful eye of Messiah Committees, remainder under Messiah Church Council. 

  

Another focus is the Endowment Funds, which Messiah has two. The Mission Endowment fund supports 

new Mission in the future and the Panoptic Endowment Fund supports on going missions. Only the 

interest from these funds is available by application to the Support Committee and voted on at the 

Annual Meeting. 

  

Messiah members can leave a bequest to the above Funds which provides a legacy to support Missions 

at Messiah. Bequests are a tax benefit in that charitable gift may reduce tax paid to Revenue Canada. 

  

Again, as in past years, income numbers, payment of expenses, generating monthly income and 

monthly balance sheets are our bookkeeper’s responsibility which Sheila Becker diligently performs. 

Thank you Sheila. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Ivar Saugen  

Treasurer  
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Audit Report – Messiah Lutheran Church 
Financial Year Ending April 30, 2018 

   
During the past 12 months, the Audit Committee conducted the following audit activities:  

 

1. Reviewed salary grids 

2. Examined payroll information for all employees 

3. Reviewed 2017 T4 slips 

4. Confirmed net pay using bank statements on a sample basis 

5. Compared sample bank statements to general ledger for payroll 

6. Reviewed bank reconciliations 

7. Reviewed bank statements 

8. Reconciled a sample of invoices to cancelled cheques and the general ledger 

9. Compared bank deposits of monthly offerings with general ledger entries 

10. Discussed the process for tracking designated offerings 

11. Reviewed the list of Reserve Accounts including balances 

12. Reviewed the list of online banking payments 

13. Reviewed cash receipts on a test basis and determined that they: 

a) reconciled to the bank deposits 

b) were used exclusively for church approved projects and programs 

c) were used in accordance with the donor’s designation 

d) were acknowledged with official receipts 

e) were recorded in the appropriate general ledger account 

14. Reviewed the Financial Statements prepared by Grant Thornton Accounting for the year ending 

April 30, 2017.  

15. Conducted an additional tracking of donations for one randomly selected Sunday. 

 

The Audit Committee plans to review the Financial Statements prepared by Grant Thornton Accounting 

for the year ending April 30, 2018. These statements will be prepared within the next eight months. 

 

The above noted review resulted in no significant concerns for the audit committee. We wish to 

acknowledge the excellent work of Sheila Becker in the management of the financial records of Messiah 

Lutheran Church! 

 

Prepared for the Annual Meeting of Messiah Lutheran Church by the Audit Committee: 

David Stolee, Yvonne Myrehaug, and Max Lindstrand (April 4, 2018) 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH          
2018/19 BUDGET          

April 30, 2018      To Apr 30   

 Actual* Actual Budget Actual Actual Budget 

 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2017/18 %  2018/19 

Revenue         of Bud   

Envelopes    327,930     329,621     340,000     328,476  97%    364,758  

Envelopes NSNO Declared      32,820       28,205       29,000       25,285  87%      29,000  

Envelope total    360,750     357,826     369,000     353,761  96%    393,758  

             

Plate        4,696         4,453         4,500         3,378  75%        4,500  

MLC general        5,341         5,055         5,100         3,841  75%        5,000  

Easter        7,995         7,372       12,000         7,875  66%      12,000  

Lent              -           260           300         1,144  381%          300  

Thanksgiving        7,015         5,320         9,000         8,246  92%        9,000  

Christmas      11,645       12,709       15,000       12,331  82%      12,330  

Festival NSNO Declared        3,320           800         3,400               -  0%              -  

Music performances                  -                   -  

Facility use and fees for service        8,795         7,630         9,500         9,010  95%        9,500  

Expense recoveries              -           255         1,300               -  0%              -  

Other recoveries          641           409           700           892  127%          700  

Operating Revenue    410,197     402,089     429,800     400,477  93%    447,088  

*Restricted Donations      28,610         4,171           1,607      

Revenue    438,807     406,260     429,800     402,084  94%    447,088  

Designated 36682 25240   72818     

Total Revenue    475,489     431,500      474,902    
*change in accounting procedures          

          
Expenses          

Neighbor Aid        1,200               -         1,200         2,400  200%        2,200  

Synod Benevolence      28,179       34,656       37,080       37,080  100%      36,733  

Salaries & benefits    201,564     278,615     290,000     284,667  98%    298,700  

Program expenses           

Worship - schedule 1        2,968         4,365         5,950         4,900  82%        6,800  

Learning - schedule 2        3,335         3,080         5,510         2,950  54%        5,460  

Witness - schedule 3              -             16           200             12  6%          200  

Service - schedule 4          254           203         1,000             60  6%        1,200  

Support - schedule 5      84,126       88,108       96,175       88,110  92%      95,795  

**Capital projects - schedule 5              -               -         4,800         1,826         0               -  

Expenses    321,626     409,043     441,915     422,006  95%    447,088  

Designated      36,682       25,240               -       72,818                 -  

Total expenses    358,308     434,283     441,915     494,824       447,088  

            

            

Excess (deficit) income    117,181      (2,784)   (12,115)   (19,922)  
                

-  

Restricted funds transferred 28610 4171   1606.92    

Excess (def) operating income      88,571      (6,955)   (12,115)   (21,529)  
                

-  
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH        
2018/19 BUDGET        

April 30, 2018    to Apr 30   

  Actual  Budget Actual Actual Budget 

Schedule 1: Worship 
2016/17 2017/18 2017/18 

% of Bud 
2018/19 

Program expenses           

Chancel care (old "altar guild") 0     1,000  56       1,000  

Choirs new music 282       350  383 109%       400  

Choirs program expenses 167         50  77         150  

Choirs student bursary             -  0             -  

Continuing education-carry over         500  500         500  

Copyright license 806     1,200  820 68%     1,200  

Eternity for Today 232       350  263 75%       350  

Instrument maintenance 870       900  780 87%       900  

Organ scholarship             -  0         300  

Worship supplies 2,008     1,600  2,022 126%     2,000  

Total worship expenses     4,365      5,950     4,900  82%     6,800  

        

        

        

        

Schedule 2: Learning        

Program expenses        
Adult education          48      1,000        603  60%     1,000  

Splash (old "baby ministry") 271       500  371 74%       500  

Confirmation 666     1,000  570 57%     1,000  

Sunday School 939       800  500 62%       800  

Family programs 45       300  0 0%       300  

Library 132       100  0 0%       100  

Prayer             -                -  

Professional development CMC 0           -  0             -  

Stewardship programming 0       200  0 0%       200  

Training/miscellaneous 60         50  41 82%           -  

Video license 658       660  507 77%       660  

Vacation Bible school supplies             -                -  

Yth Leadership Prof Dev         400    0%       400  

Youth transportation             -                -  

th Sunday programming     144     

Youth visitation             -                -  

Youth program expenses/misc 262       500  215 43%       500  

Total learning expenses     3,080      5,510     2,950  54%     5,460  
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH      
2018/19 BUDGET      

April 30, 2018   to Apr 30   

 Actual Budget Actual Actual Budget 

Schedule 3: Witness 2016/17 2017/18 2017/18 % of Bud 2018/19 

Benevolence          

Missionary sponsorship              -               -                -                 -  

Program expenses          

New members 0        100  0 0%        100  

Ministry to inactives              -  0              -  

Outreach              -  0              -  

Programs 16            -  12              -  

World Mission Group          100  0 0%        100  

Total program expenses 16         200  12 6%         200  

Total witness expenses           16          200             12  6%         200  

      

      

      

Schedule 4: Service      

Benevolence      
NeighborAid              -  1,200      2,400  200% 2,200 

Program expenses          

Community programs* 0 200 0   400 

CLWR promotion   100 0   100 

New Ministries   200 0   200 

Refugee support   0 0   0 

Issue exploration   0 0   0 

Small group leadership   0 0   0 

Materials & supplies   0 0   0 

Marriage preparation 38 0 0   0 

Ministry with seniors 36        200  0 0%        200  

Resource care leaflets 129 100 0   100 

Volunteer appreciation 0 200 60 30% 200 

Total program expenses 203      1,000  60 6%      1,200  

Total service expenses         203       2,200       2,460  112%      3,400  

      

      

* includes Meals on Wheels and Martha's Table     



56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH      
2018/19 BUDGET      

April 30, 2018   to Apr 30   

  Actual  Budget Actual  Actual  Budget 

Schedule 5: Support 2015/16 2017/18 2017/18 % of Bud 2018/19 

Benevolence          

Alberta Synod      34,656         37,080         37,080  100%        36,733  

Seminary student assistance 0               -  0                 -  

Total benevolence     34,656         37,080         37,080  100%        36,733  

Program expenses          

Advertising 717            400  385 96%            400  

Audio/visual supplies 2,377            875  561 64%            875  

Audit/Accountant 1,873         3,000  3,588 120%         4,000  

Bank charges/op loans 178            300  167 56%            200  

Capital purchase/contingency 3,039         2,000  730 36%         2,000  

Conference dues 510         1,000  503 50%         1,000  

Conference-other/pastors' study 1,290         1,200  1,205 100%         1,200  

Counselling supervision 616            900  405 45%            900  

Convention-synod/national  255         2,000  3,965 198%         2,000  

Custodial supplies 1,911         1,200  1,328 111%         1,200  

Church Council miscellaneous* 569            900  1,279 142%         1,000  

Inspections/Maintenance 6,632         7,000  6,077 87%         7,000  

Insurance 16,125        16,000  17,223 108%        17,170  

Offering envelopes 365            400  415 104%            450  

Office equipment lease 5,288         5,600  5,288 94%         5,200  

Office library 0            200  0 0%            200  

Office supplies 5,062         5,000  5,402 108%         5,000  

Postage & shipping 1,350         1,500  1,200 80%         1,200  

Repairs & maintenance 5,741         8,000  4,182 52%         8,000  

R & M Computer/telephones 2,457         2,000  2,555 128%         5,000  

Software agreements 667            700  624 89%            700  

Staff/lay development 400            400  154 38%            400  

Taxes & improvements                 -                    -  

Telephone 3,612         3,700  4,142 112%         4,000  

Utilities-electricity 8,396         9,000  8,549 95%         9,000  

Utilities-heating fuel 14,749        19,000  15,427 81%        14,000  

Utilities-water & sewer 3,555         3,000  2,312 77%         3,000  

Volunteer screening 65            200  0 0%            200  

Website 0            200  244 122%            200  

Staff retreat 300            500  200 40%            300  

Call committee recruiting/moving 9               -  0                 -  

Total program expenses     88,108         96,175         88,110  92%        95,795  

**Capital projects (repair) 0 3,500 1,826 52% 0 

AV capital 0 1,300 0   0 

Use des funds avail (deficit recovery) 0 0 0 0% 0 

Total capital projects                -           4,800           1,826                0  

                  

-  

Total support expenses     88,108       138,055       125,190  91%      132,528  

*Bev ordination/CCCC membership      
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Analysis of Messiah's Proposed Stewardship of its        

Proposed Resources 2018-2019         

       % of Total    

Salaries and Wages for Staff  $298,700  69%  *Building/Capital   

         AV Capital  0 

         Custodial Supplies  1,200 

Program        Inspections/maintenance 7,000 

 Learning Committee 5,260     Insurance  17,170 

      Stewardship Plans 200     R & M reg/comp  13000 

 Service Committee 1,200     Utilities-electricity  9,000 

     Neighbor Aid support 2,200     Utilities-heating fuel 14,000 

 Witnessing Committee 200     Utilities-water/sewer 3,000 

 Worship Committee 6,800     Capital purchase/contingency 2,000 

  Total  15,860 15,860  4%  Capital Projects  0 

            66,370 

In Support of All Ministries - Support Committee        

 Synod    36,733  8%  **Office    

         Advertising  400 

 

Building/

Capital*   53,370  12%  Audio/Visual supplies 875 

         Audit   4,000 

 

Of-

fice**    22,425  5%  Bank charges/op loans 200 

         Offering envelopes  450 

 General Ministry Support*** 7,000  2%  Office equipment lease 5,200 

         Office library  200 

 Restore Designated gifts  0  0%  Office Supplies  5,000 

         100%  Postage & shipping 1,200 

Total     $447,088  100%  Software agreements 700 

         Telephone  4,000 

Check from Summary 

Page        447,088     Website   200 

            22,425 

             

         ***General Ministry Support  

         Chur Coun Miscellaneous 1,000 

         Conference Dues  1,000 

         Pastor's Study Conference 1,200 

         Counselling Supervision 900 

         Conventions  2,000 

         Staff/lay development 400 

         Volunteer screening 200 

         Staff retreat  300 

         Call Committee recruiting 0 

            7,000 
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Messiah Lutheran Church        

2017-2018 Financial Report(unaudited)     Balance 

 At  Apr 30,2018 Apr 30,2018 forward to 

DESIGNATED FUNDS Apr 30 Received Disbursed next 

 2017     page 

Building Access Fund 518.38 0.00  0.00  518.38  

Capital Projects Upgrades 17,201.01 1,630.00  0.00  18,831.01  

CP TV Ministry Upgrades 15,676.70 20,731.12  32,866.92  3,540.90  

Coffee/Lunch Fund 500.00 3,314.48  2,346.30  1,468.18  

CP Chairs 0.00 6,547.75  7,325.35  -777.60 

Drama Group 777.28 0.00  0.00  777.28  

Education (Learning Comm) 0.00 0.00  0.00  0.00  

Endowment Fund (new mission 63,207.48 0.00  0.00  63,207.48  

Interest Endowmt Fund-Missi 4,046.96 1,024.16  1,053.41  4,017.71  

Endowment Fund (panoptic) 54,052.99 1,606.92  0.00  55,659.91  

Interest Endowmt Fund-panoptic 633.85 1,035.30  0.00  1,669.15  

Friendship Club 60.00 0.00  0.00  60.00  

Major Projects Fund 14,045.00 2,300.00  0.00  16,345.00  

Misc/Other  17,609.26 250.00  15306.92 2,552.34  

Music Fees 150.00 0.00  0.00  150.00  

Music 4,284.60 311.00  256.25  4,339.35  

Project (DB Hospitality) 31.93 0.00  31.93  0.00  

Proj Sen Pastor initiatives 1,905.00 0.00  0.00  1,905.00  

Refugee Support 12,532.27 3,365.00  471.70  15,425.57  

Proj Family Camp 1,549.08 2,985.65  2,565.29  1,969.44  

Samaritan Fund 3,938.38 1,675.00  1,009.99  4,603.39  

Small group resources 150.00 0.00  0.00  150.00  

Sunday School 38.63 100.00  82.99  55.64  

TV Ministry/Sound System 6,832.78 135.00  7,205.62  -237.84 

VBS 194.73 0.00  0.00  194.73  

Worship 0.00     0.00  

W Staff Prof Dev carryover   500.00  0.00  500.00  

Youth Fundraising 10,625.13 0.00  507.00  10,118.13  

Youth Gath/Missions trip 2,373.04 0.00  0 2,373.04  

Youth Tithe 1,875.06 0.00  0.00  1,875.06  

Reg Des Funds Totals 234,809.54 47,511.38  71,029.67  211,291.25  

Camrose Refugee Centre 0.00 4,515.00 936.00 3,579.00  

Current yr reserves Bldg Debt ret 22,041.70 0.00  0.00 22,041.70  

Other:         

IMW El Salvador 0.00 15,235.00  9,235.00  6,000.00  

other outside charity 0.00 3,362.00  3,362.00    

campus ministry 0.00 232.50  232.50    

CLWR 0.00 3,330.00  3,330.00    

Refugee Family Support 15320.5 0 0 15,320.50  

Total 272,171.74 74,185.88  88,125.17  258,232.45  

        

Note: Designated fund reserves less endow-

ment fund and building debt:     91486.33 

(after further adjustments on next page)       
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Messiah Lutheran Church     

2017-2018 Financial Report(unaudited)    
Merging Report Balance from     At  

DESIGNATED FUNDS previous Notes Internally  Apr 30 

 page   transferred 2018 

Building Access Fund 518.38     518.38 

Capital Projects Upgrades 18831.01 main# 15567.40 34398.41 

CP TV Ministry Upgrades 3540.90 # to & -3540.90 0.00 

Coffee/Lunch Fund 1468.18   0.00 1468.18 

CP Chairs -777.60 sub# 777.60 0.00 

Drama Group 777.28 % -777.28 0.00 

Education (Learning Comm) 0.00 main* 460.37 460.37 

Endowment Fund (new mission 63207.48     63207.48 

Interest Endowmt Fund-Missi 4017.71     4017.71 

Endowment Fund (panoptic) 55659.91     55659.91 

Interest Endowmt Fund-panoptic 1669.15     1669.15 

Friendship Club 60.00 * -60.00 0.00 

Major Projects Fund 16345.00 # -16345.00 0.00 

Misc/Other 2552.34   0.00 2552.34 

Music Fees 150.00 sep% 0.00 150.00 

Music 4339.35 % -4339.35 0.00 

Project (DB Hospitality) 0.00 close   0.00 

Proj Sen Pastor initiatives 1905.00     1905.00 

Refugee Support 15425.57     15425.57 

Proj Family Camp 1969.44     1969.44 

Samaritan Fund 4603.39     4603.39 

Small group resources 150.00 * -150.00 0.00 

Sunday School 55.64 * -55.64 0.00 

TV Ministry/Sound System -237.84 main& 3540.90 3303.06 

VBS 194.73 * -194.73 0.00 

Worship 0.00 main% 5116.63 5116.63 

W Staff Prof Dev carryover 500.00   0.00 500.00 

Youth Fundraising 10118.13 main$ 3310.57 13428.70 

Youth Gath/Missions trip 2373.04 $ -2373.04 0.00 

Youth Tithe 1875.06 $+reg -1875.06 0.00 

Reg Des Funds Totals 211291.25   -937.53 210353.72 

Camrose Refugee Centre 3579.00     3579.00 

Current yr reserves Bldg Debt ret 22041.70     22041.70 

Other:         

IMW El Salvador 6000.00     6000.00 

Refugee Family Support 15320.50     15320.50 

Total 258232.45   -937.53 257294.92 

     
Note: Designated fund reserves less endowment fund and building debt: 91486.33 
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